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INTRODUCTION 

As a Bible believing Christian living in the 21st Century world, we are faced with some very heavy challenges to our faith. 

Such issues as proof for the existence of God, Biblical Inerrancy, Evolution versus Creation and Post-Modernism 

represent very serious threats to the faith of many professing Believers. It is all too common for people who have once 

embraced God’s Word as truth to abandon their faith when confronted by the arguments put forth by those who have their 

own faith in their own version of ‘truth’. In fact, many who were once defenders of the Scriptures have turned into very 

committed enemies and they are absolutely ruthless and relentless in their attacks on the Bible and upon anyone who 

professes faith in it. One example is Bart D. Ehrman, an American New Testament scholar, currently the James A. Gray 

Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He was educated at 

Princeton Theological Seminary, Moody Bible Institute and Wheaton College. He was a professing Christian who lost his 

faith as he became more and more indoctrinated with post-modern skepticism. He is now an activist enemy of the Bible 

and of Christianity and he has written several books undermining the veracity and reliability of the extant Biblical 

manuscripts. 

One of the most common reasons for professing Christians to abandon their faith is the so-called Problem of Evil. Ask 

anyone and when pressed and virtually all people will admit that they do think that there really is such a thing as evil. The 

most difficult thing that arises whenever we discuss evil is the two-fold task of clearly defining just exactly what evil is and 

why it exists in the first place. The problem is often stated as simply as “If God is good and only does good things, then 

why is there Evil in the world?” Other more sophisticated formulations of the problem can present the supposed dilemma 

as something like this: If God is all powerful, and He is all good, then how could Evil even exist in the first place since an 

all-powerful, all good Being would most certainly do everything within their power to completely eliminate any kind of bad 

or wrong or pain or suffering? Now, since we all know that Evil really does exist, then only 1 of the following 4 possibilities 

can be true: 

1. God doesn’t really exist at all. 

2. God really does exist and He IS all knowing and all good but NOT all powerful. He wants to eliminate or prevent 

evil but He can’t. He cannot be all three because if He was, then He would have known about evil and completely 

eliminated or prevented evil from existing in the first place. 

3. God really does exist, and He IS all knowing and all powerful, but He is NOT all good. He wants His Creation to 

include pain and suffering due to some morally deficient reason. 

4. God really does exist and He is all good and all powerful but not all knowing. He created everything and everyone 

but He is constantly shifting and moving in an emergency attempt to stop evil and therefore He sent Jesus Christ 

as an attempt to ‘fix’ a bug in His system that He didn’t anticipate. 

 

So what about these charges? Are these options the ONLY possibilities that can truly explain what we perceive as reality? 

This argument is very carefully thought out and a deadly serious challenge to our faith and to the holiness of God Himself. 

Is God all knowing and all good but not powerful enough to have prevented evil in the first place? Or Is God all good and 

all powerful but not all knowing? One of these 2 options is what every single Arminian believes and teaches. They are 

snared by these seemingly inescapable conclusions to their flawed reasoning and faulty perception of the nature of God.  

Or is God powerful enough to have prevented evil but He either allowed it or planned it because He either isn’t good 

enough to want to prevent all of the suffering and pain and death that results from evil or is this because God doesn’t 

really know everything and He is ‘experimenting’ with His Creation to see what will happen? Is God still learning or does 

He really already know everything? This is what the Process Theologians teach. Today, we are going to take this 

challenge seriously and bring a serious answer to our challengers. We will let the Scripture be our guide and we will 

attempt to find a completely satisfactory answer to the Problem of Evil. 

---------- prayer ---------- 
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EXPOSITION 

Revelation vs Retention 

In NIV Deuteronomy 29:29 we read: “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us 

and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.” What this passage reveals is that there are things 

that God has revealed and given to man but there are other things that God has kept for Himself. Whatever God has not 

revealed about Himself, His purposes and His actions, are things not meant for us now, and maybe not meant for us to 

know ever. We are not to attempt to pry those secrets from His hand by means of Human reasoning and speculation. To 

even speculate about the ways of God that He has not revealed to us is wrong. To do this is attempted robbery and, more 

likely than not, it will be both heretical and blasphemous and it is an act of direct rebellion against the Lord. Whatever God 

has revealed to us about Himself and His ways, these things and ONLY these things belong to us.  

Paul tells us in NIV 1 Corinthians 4:1 “So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with 

the secret things of God.  2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.  3 I care very little 

if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself.  4 My conscience is clear, but that does 

not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me.  5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the 

Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time 

each will receive his praise from God.  6 ¶ Now, brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your 

benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, "Do not go beyond what is written." Then you will not 

take pride in one man over against another.  7 For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you 

did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?” With these things in mind, we need to 

clearly realize that to say things about God that He has not said about Himself is to misrepresent Him, that is, it is to tell 

lies about Him and it goes “…beyond what is written.” However, to not proclaim EVERYTHING about God that He has 

revealed about Himself is to do exactly the same thing. It does not fully represent Him in the way in which He has 

determined that we should think of Him. It gives us a false “image” of God which directly results in us not being able to 

truly know Him and consequently it prevents us from having a proper relationship with Him. 

The Character of God 

The God of the Bible is and has been represented by many theologians in ways that distort and diminish His absolute and 

sovereign role as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. God is THE unequalled and Only Master of All. Period. We are told in 

Ephesians 1: that God does everything  “according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His 

own will:”  

One thing that all Christians need to learn and remember is that God acts in His own interest according to His own will. 

One writer put it this way: God plans His work and God works His plan. Let us look at how God acts on His own behalf in 

the words recorded in certain passages in Isaiah: 

Isaiah 40:12-18  12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand marked off the 

heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a 

balance?  13 Who has understood the mind of the LORD, or instructed him as his counselor?  14 Whom did the LORD 

consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way? Who was it that taught him knowledge or showed him the 

path of understanding?  15 Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; he 

weighs the islands as though they were fine dust. 16 Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, nor its animals enough for 

burnt offerings.  17 Before him all the nations are as nothing; they are regarded by him as worthless and less than nothing.  
18 To whom, then, will you compare God? What image will you compare him to? 

Isaiah 40:25-26  25 "To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?" says the Holy One.  26 Lift your eyes and look 

to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. 

Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing. 
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Isaiah 40:28   28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 

earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. 

Isaiah 43:10-13   10 "You are My witnesses," declares the LORD, "And My servant whom I have chosen, In order that you 

may know and believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, And there will be none 

after Me.  11 "I, even I, am the LORD; And there is no savior besides Me.  12 "It is I who have declared and saved and 

proclaimed, And there was no strange god among you; So you are My witnesses," declares the LORD, "And I am God.  13 

"Even from eternity I am He; And there is none who can deliver out of My hand; I act and who can reverse it?" 

God has ordained that Evil exist. He has planned for it from the very beginning. God himself declares: 

Isaiah 45:5-7  5 "I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, though you have not 

known Me;  6 That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is no one besides Me. I am the 

LORD, and there is no other,  7 The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating calamity; I 

am the LORD who does all these. 

Proverbs 16:4   4 The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the day of evil. 

The Concept of Evil 

When we think about evil, we often think about things like physical pain and suffering, deadly diseases like cancer, viruses 

and bacteria that make people sick, but we also think of things like violence, theft, sexual immorality, murder, rape, war 

and of course death.  At this point we must ask this important question: Has God revealed the answer to the question of 

why evil exists or is it a secret that He has kept for Himself? The answer is that God has revealed why evil exists and it is 

incredible! We will come to this shortly. First, let’s take a closer look at the Problem of Evil. 

 

What is The Problem of Evil? 

Part of the difficulty with the so-called Problem of Evil is that it is almost never stated properly, especially like the attempt 

in the example above. We will examine the issue of Evil in detail and state the problem as clearly as we can. The most 

thorough way to accomplish this task is to make the distinction between evil’s existence and evil’s origin. We first need to 

ask what evil IS and what it IS NOT. We must be absolutely clear regarding this. Once we know what we are looking for, 

we can then proceed to ask where this thing called evil came from and why God would allow or plan it. 

 

The Definition of Evil 

What is Evil? Many have tried to answer this question throughout Human history. Some say that evil is anything that is 

unpleasant. Others say that evil is anything that decreases happiness. There are so many ways that the question is posed 

that it often muddies the waters so that no one can clearly see the answer. We will let Scripture speak on this issue and 

see which specific words the Biblical Writers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit used to describe the problem of Evil.  

 

OT Usage 

<07562> [v;r, (resha) (957c) 

Meaning: wickedness 
Origin: from the same as 7563 
Usage: evil(2), ill-gotten(m)(1), wicked(4), wickedness(24). 
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<07489a> [[;r' (raa) (949b) 

Meaning: to be evil, bad 
Origin: denom. vb. from 7451b 
Usage: act wickedly(2), acted wickedly(2), afflict(1), afflicted(2), bring disaster(1), brought calamity(1), brought harm(1), 
damaged(1), did evil(1), disagreeable(1), displease*(1), displeased(2), displeased*(4), displeasing(6), distressed(2), do 
evil(7), do harm(7), done harm(2), done very wickedly(1), done wickedly(1), done wrong(1), evil(6), evildoer(2), 
evildoers(16), evildoing(1), grieved(1), hard(m)(1), harm(2), harming(1), hostile(3), hurt(3), prefer*(m)(1), sad(2), still do 
wickedly(1), suffer(2), treat badly(1), treat worse(1), treated badly(1), treated harshly(1), went hard(1), work calamity(1), 
worse(1). 
 

<07451b> [r; (ra) (948c) 

Meaning: evil, distress, misery, injury, calamity 
Origin: from the same as 7455 
Usage: adversity(7), calamity(4), disaster(2), evil(94), harm(2), harmful(1), hurt(1), ruin(3), surely(1), trouble(2), 

unpleasant(m)(1), wickedly(1), wickedness(1). 

<07463a> h['r' (raah) (949a) 

Meaning: evil, misery, distress, injury 
Origin: from the same as 7455 
Usage: adversity(7), afflictions(1), calamities(1), calamity(47), disaster(19), discomfort(1), distress(2), distresses(1), 

evil(115), evildoer*(1), evildoing(1), evils(5), great wickedness(1), harm(19), hurt(5), ill(1), injure(2), misery(2), 

misfortune(6), misfortunes(1), pain(1), situation(1), sorrow(m)(1), trouble(9), troubles(1), very*(1), wicked(3), wicked 

deeds(1), wickedly(1), wickedness(39), woe(1), wretchedness(1), wrong(4), wrongdoing(1). 

 

NT Usage 

<4190> ponhro,j  (poneros) 

Meaning: toilsome, bad 
Origin: from poneo (to toil) 
Usage: bad(5), crimes(1), envious(m)(1), envy*(m)(1), evil(49), evil one(5), evil things(1),malignant(1), more evil(1), more 
wicked(1), vicious(1), what is evil(2), wicked(6), wicked man(1), wicked things(1),worthless(1). 
 

<2556> kako,j (kakos) 

Meaning: bad, evil 
Origin: a prim. word 
Usage: bad(1), bad things(1), evil(31), evil men(1), evil things(1), evildoer(1), harm(4),loathsome(1), what is evil(3), 

wretches(1), wrong(5). 

Scripture represents Evil in a specific way. All of the words used for evil have something very similar among them which 

indicate that evil is either associated with a person’s character, a person’s actions or the result of events which bring 

calamity, disaster or some type of injury.  

Many who have studied this issue divide evil into two distinct categories: Physical Evil and Moral Evil or The Problem of 

Pain and the Problem of Morality. This seems to be justified by Scripture so we will look at both of these issues closely. 

 

The Problem of Pain 

When we look at the world we see pain and suffering all around us. We have a basic tendency to think of all pain and 

suffering as evil, but IS it really? Physical pain is something that every person has experienced in some measure. 
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Experiencing pain is not a pleasant thing, but is the experience of pain truly an evil thing in and of itself? Is inflicting pain 

on ourselves or another creature always evil? Let us consider an example. A young boy age 6 has fallen off of his bicycle 

and in attempting to catch himself he has dislocated 2 of his fingers and broken a third. The parents rush him to the 

hospital and the doctor informs them of the situation. The doctor will have to intentionally cause more physical pain to the 

boy in order to put the fingers back into proper alignment so that they can heal correctly. The parents do not want their 

son to suffer, but they know that there is a very good and sufficient reason to both allow and to cause pain and suffering in 

their child order to bring about a good result for their son. Their deep love for their son compels them to hurt their 

son. Is this evil or is this good? We need to be aware that God acting as the absolute ruler of the universe is in control of 

everything and He ALWAYS acts in a way that will achieve Good. So we can see by this one example that there can be 

very good reasons for pain and suffering and that this is not evil in and of itself. 

Romans 9:14  14 ¶ What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 

 

The Problem of Morality 

We will now look at the issue of Morality with specific focus upon Sin. We will examine the motives for the thoughts, 

intentions and actions of Moral Agents and we will look for the origin and the source of Evil as it relates to Sin since we 

have already seen that pain and suffering are not necessarily Evil depending upon the reason for their occurrence.  

 
OT Usage 
 

<0817> ~v'a' (asham) (79d) 

Meaning: offense, guilt 
Origin: from 816 
Usage: guilt(2), guilt offering(38), guilt offerings(1), guilty deeds(1), sin(m)(1), wrong(3). 
 

<02403b> taJ'x; (chattath) (308b) 

Meaning: sin, sin offering 
Origin: from 2398 
Usage: punishment(3), purification(2), sin(98), sin offering(116), sin offerings(2), sinful(1), sinned(1), sinner(1), sins(70). 
 

<02398> aj'x' (chata) (306c) 

Meaning: to miss, go wrong, sin 
Origin: a prim. root 
Usage: bear blame(m)(2), bewildered(1), bore loss(1), bring sin(1), cleanse(5), cleansed(1), cleansing(1), commit(2), 
commits sin(1), committed(21), committed sin(m)(1), done wrong(1), errs(1), fault(1), fear loss(1), forfeits(m)(1), 
indicted(m)(1), miss(1), not reach(m)(1), offended(1), offered for sin(1), offers for sin(1), purged(1), purified(3), purify(6), 
purify from uncleanness(3), sin(m)(56), sinful(1), sinned(87), sinner(7), sinning(4), sins(23). 
 

<02399> aj.xe (chet) (307d) 

Meaning: a sin 
Origin: from 2398 
Usage: greatly(1), offenses(2), penalty(1), sin(22), sins(7). 
 
 
 
NT Usage 
 
<266> a`marti,a (hamartia) 

Meaning: a missing the mark 
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Origin: from 264 
Usage: sin(96), sinful(3), sins(75). 
 

The words used for Sin in both the OT and NT include the concepts of missing the mark, offense, guilt, fault and wrong. 

Please notice that each one of these implies that there is a deliberate causative element that can ONLY be attributed to a 

person. Each person whether Human, Divine or Angelic has the ability to make moral choices according to their natures 

and to their wills and it is this very aspect of personality that is the genuine source of both Good and Evil. It must be this 

way since Good and Evil are Moral or Ethical categories and everything can be classified as either Good or Evil or even 

both depending upon the specific circumstances and the perspective of the person who is making the examination and 

evaluation. 

From the Human perspective, since we are all fallen in our nature, we see things from a tremendous variety of angles and 

it is not uncommon for two people to look at the exact same thing and one will see it as Good and the other one will see it 

as Evil. However, from the perspective of God, which is the ONLY true, pure, correct and undistorted point of view, He 

assigns a moral quality to EVERYTHING whether it is a thought, intention or motive, an event which occurs due to the 

cause and effect mechanistic activity of the created order, or an action performed by a moral agent. God is both the 

standard of Good and the cause or source of all Good. He is the origin and the author of everything that exists however 

He is NOT the origin, source or cause of Evil. This seems to be a contradiction but it is not, this is a paradox. A paradox is 

usually defined as ‘a statement or proposition that seems self-contradictory or absurd but in reality expresses a possible 

truth’. 

So we then need to ask the question “If God is the Creator of everything, and God is Eternal and Self-Existent as the 

Scripture proclaims, then how can Evil exist if God did not create it? The answer is actually very simple and quite obvious 

to anyone who has read the Bible. God created free moral agents, both Angelic and Human, and one angel in particular 

made a choice to rebel against God and persuaded other free moral agents to follow along with him. This angel was cast 

out of Heaven and this angel then came into contact with the first man and woman and he tempted them to rebel against 

their Creator as well.  

There is an inexplicable mystery here which is usually expressed something like this: “If God created everyone and 

everything that is NOT God, and He created it all Very Good as it says in Genesis 1:31, then how could a perfectly good, 

positively righteous creature choose to rebel and sin against God? 

The answer is: We simply do not know. We can only speculate regarding the possibilities as to how a good creature could 

even desire to do something Evil. This is one of those things that the Lord has not revealed clearly to us and we would 

certainly love to know the answer to this. But even though we do not really understand how a good creature could turn 

bad, we have a very significant clue as to what it was that tempted Satan in the first place: Pride. We know that the Devil 

was the origin of Sin and that Evil first arose within his heart when his pride led him to jealousy and arrogance and finally 

ended up manifesting itself as outright rebellion. Satan wanted to be just like God. Somehow the desire to be just like God 

rose up in the mind and heart of Satan and it could have started out as admiration, adoration and awe for His Creator and 

then when Satan observed the worship that was received by God, he made the mistake of comparing himself to God and 

things went downhill from there. His Pride led to Jealousy, Arrogance, Covetousness, Envy, etc.  

James lays out the typical pattern of evil and sin for us: 

James 1:13-15  13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, 

and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  
15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 

Romans 3:10-19   10 as it is written, "There is none righteous, not even one;  11 There is none who understands, There is 

none who seeks for God;  12 All have turned aside, together they have become useless; There is none who does good, 

There is not even one."  13 "Their throat is an open grave, With their tongues they keep deceiving," "The poison of asps is 
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under their lips";  14 "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness";  15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood,  16 Destruction 

and misery are in their paths,  17 And the path of peace have they not known."  18 "There is no fear of God before their 

eyes."  19 ¶ Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, that every mouth may 

be closed, and all the world may become accountable to God; 

1 John 3:4  4 ¶ Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 

1 John 5:17  17 All unrighteousness is sin, 

This seems to lead to the conclusion that unholy desires or lust is actually the root of all evil and evil is the cause and sin 

is the effect. But sin also then becomes a cause which produces various effects of evil such as pain, suffering, fear, and 

death. Evil exists in the heart of moral agents, angels, men and women, and then evil causes persons to sin which then 

manifests itself as various forms of evil including the fall of the physical universe as a result of Man’s sin. It seems to be a 

never ending cycle of evil-sin-evil-sin-evil etc. Is there any hope for us at all? 

Romans 8:19-23  19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  20 For the 

creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation itself 

also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that 

the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  23 And not only this, but also we 

ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption 

as sons, the redemption of our body. 

 

The Grand Demonstration 

Finally, we come to the heart of the matter. The passage in Romans 9 is perhaps the closest thing we have, beyond every 

other passage of Scripture, into penetrating into the ultimate meaning of the universe itself. This is a bold claim but there 

seems to be very good reason for this suggestion. Here, Paul tells us exactly why God ordained the existence of evil. 

Here the mystery is explained in great detail. Pay close attention to verses 21-23 as these are the very core of the 

passage: 

Romans 9:6-33   6 ¶ But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from 

Israel;  7 neither are they all children because they are Abraham's descendants, but: "through Isaac your descendants will 

be named."  8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are 

regarded as descendants.  9 For this is a word of promise: "At this time I will come, and Sarah shall have a son."  10 And 

not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac;  11 for though the 

twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose according to His choice 

might stand, not because of works, but because of Him who calls,  12 it was said to her, "The older will serve the younger."  
13 Just as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."  14 ¶ What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is 

there? May it never be!  15 For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion 

on whom I have compassion."  16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who 

has mercy.  17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power (Middle 

Voice- this form of the verb means to demonstrate for myself, for my benefit or on my own account) in you, and that My 

name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth."  18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens 

whom He desires.  19 ¶ You will say to me then, "Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?"  20 On the contrary, 

who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, "Why did you make me like 

this," will it?  21 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable 

use, and another for common use?  22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power 

known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?  23 And He did so in order that He might 

make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory,  24 even us, whom 

He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.  25 As He says also in Hosea, "I will call those 
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who were not My people, 'My people,' And her who was not beloved, 'beloved.'"  26 "And it shall be that in the place where 

it was said to them, 'you are not My people,' There they shall be called sons of the living God."  27 ¶ And Isaiah cries out 

concerning Israel, "Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, it is the remnant that will be saved;  
28 for the Lord will execute His word upon the earth, thoroughly and quickly."  29 And just as Isaiah foretold, "Except the 

Lord of Sabaoth had left to us a posterity, We would have become as Sodom, and would have resembled Gomorrah."  
30 ¶ What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the 

righteousness which is by faith;  31 but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law.  32 Why? Because 

they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone,  33 just as it is 

written, "Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, And he who believes in Him will not be 

disappointed." 

This is an amazing section of Scripture! The marvel here is the complete demonstration of God’s purpose for His entire 

Creation and specifically regarding the destiny of Mankind. What is so significant here is that everyone’s destiny is 

completely and utterly dependent upon God’s own plan for each one of us. Anyone who is to be saved will be dependent 

solely upon the grace and mercy of God. ALL deserve destruction; by unbelievable and undeserved mercy some are 

rescued from it. Wrath is deserved; glory is not. THIS is the very essence of grace.  

Please notice that here is also where it is revealed that God desired to demonstrate EVERY ASPECT OF HIS OWN 

CHARACTER regarding both His Wrath and His Grace. Charles Hodge wrote: This is precisely the principle on which all 

punishment is inflicted. It is that the true character of the divine law-giver should be known. This, of all objects, when God 

is concerned, is the highest and most important… On the other hand, the salvation of the righteous is designed to show 

the riches of His grace. 

Jay Adams writes: “It was ONLY by decreeing evil’s existence that both objects could be attained. God’s wrath and 

power directly released against evil men and angels displays a side of His nature that could be known in no other way. 

Only evil, evil in all its heinousness could bring it forth. It took the raping of women, war, and the mutilation of children to 

arouse and manifest it. Moreover, the riches of His grace and mercy could not be exhibited apart from the presence of 

undeserving, helpless, rebellious creatures who cared nothing for the honor of their Creator.” 

This should humble us indeed!  God could have created a race of creatures upon whom He only wanted to display one 

side of his nature. He could have created creatures who would fall into sin and then decided not to save any of them. But 

in a magnanimous act, He demonstrated to all of creation that His nature not only included a holy wrath against evil, but a 

compassionate mercy as well. The result of this is that some undeserving sinners will, by His grace alone, enter into glory! 

Mankind has been chosen as the race of creatures that God created to demonstrate both His Justice and His Mercy upon. 

In showing His benevolence, God is surely getting honor and praise for Himself. 

 

SUMMARY 

What we have seen in this study is that all of the critic’s of God accuse Him of either not existing, not knowing, not caring 

or not being powerful enough to eliminate Evil. The problem with these accusations is a fundamental misunderstanding of 

the true nature of both evil and God. Please recall the 4 options given to explain why evil exists: 

1. God doesn’t really exist at all. 

2. God really does exist and He IS all knowing and all good but NOT all powerful. He wants to eliminate or prevent 

evil but He can’t. He cannot be all three because if He was, then He would have known about evil and completely 

eliminated or prevented evil from existing in the first place. 

3. God really does exist, and He IS all knowing and all powerful, but He is NOT all good. He wants His Creation to 

include pain and suffering due to some morally deficient reason. 
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4. God really does exist and He is all good and all powerful but not all knowing. He created everything and everyone 

but He is constantly shifting and moving in an emergency attempt to stop evil and therefore He sent Jesus Christ 

as an attempt to ‘fix’ a bug in His system that He didn’t anticipate. 

 

For people who have never really studied these issues and thought through these options, it seems on the surface that 

these are the ONLY possible, logical and real answers to the question of why evil exists. There is, however, another 

possibility that is usually not even considered or even worse, it is rejected outright as a way to explain the existence of evil 

and it is this that I want to suggest is the genuine solution to this seemingly insurmountable issue. 

Consider the third formulation of the options listed above: 

God really does exist, and He is all knowing and all powerful, but He is NOT all good. He wants His Creation to 

include pain and suffering due to some morally deficient reason. 

 

Let’s reformulate this challenge and then consider if this reconstruction is first of all possible, as well as being logical and 

finally and most importantly, is it Biblical; 

 

 God really does exist and He is all knowing, all good and all powerful and He has decreed Evil as a part of 

His creation to include pain and suffering and He has a morally sufficient reason for doing so. 

 

As we have seen today there are numerous good reasons for pain and suffering and we know that the scripture says that 

the Lord God is Holy and Righteous as well as being All Powerful and All Loving. God even loves His enemies and He 

told us to do the same. There is NOTHING that can be found in either Scripture, Reason or Reality that can refute this 

reformulated statement- NOTHING. God has a very good reason for not just allowing but intentionally determining evil in 

His plan for His creation, and we know that one day both Evil and those who practice Evil will be cast into the Lake of Fire 

for the rest of Eternity. 

 

APPLICATION 

In this study we have learned two primary things: 

1. That Evil really does exist 

2. God has a Morally Sufficient reason for decreeing the existence of Evil 

What can we then take away from this lesson? I would like to suggest that we need to recognize that Evil is, for now, a 

very necessary and important part of God’s plan and we need to see it for what it truly is. Even though Evil is something 

that will ultimately be totally eradicated, it will be with us in this life until we experience either death or Rapture. We also 

need to know that God uses Evil in a completely Righteous way. Joseph, when he was thrown into a pit and then sold into 

slavery by his jealous brothers recognized this clearly as he told his brothers: 

Genesis 50:20 (a) As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good… 

Because God uses Evil to achieve His goals, we need to trust in His wisdom and recognize this: 

 Romans 8:28- We know that [a]God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who 

are called according to His purpose.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28145a
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The best thing we can do regarding Evil is simply this; Trust in God and be obedient to His Word. Whatever you can glean 

from your own study of Scripture regarding what God wants you to do, do it to the best of your ability and 

understanding. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Romans 28:18-25 NAS- For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 

that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, [i]in hope 21 that the creation 

itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know 

that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but also we 

ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption 

as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes 

for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28137i

