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 The Holy Spirit possesses all of the eternal attributes of God.
 Jesus speaks of the Spirit as the Comforter or the Paraclete

(one called alongside of) whom He promised to send to 
dwell within each one of us.

 The Holy Spirit has all the characteristics of a person 
including-

• Speaking
• Instructing
• Commanding

• Knowing
• Sending
• Appointing

 The Holy Spirit indwells the hearts of all true Believers.
 The Holy Spirit applies the atonement of Christ to all of 

God‟s elect.
 The Holy Spirit justifies and sanctifies all believers.
 The Holy Spirit‟s supreme work is to reveal and glorify the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 



Biblical Anthropology

Part 1



We see from Scripture that Man has a very 

specific nature, type or kind as determined and 

created by God. Man‟s dignity or value is found 

to be due to his very nature which includes-

• His self awareness

• His rationality

• His personality

• His morality

• His freedom of choice

• His consciousness

• His dominion 

• His being created in the very image of God



God originally created Man as His servant and 
with the express purpose of Glorifying Him in 
everything that Man would do.

 Isaiah 43:7 7 Everyone who is called by My 
name, And whom I have created for My glory, 
Whom I have formed, even whom I have made." 

God planned everything in the universe to 
accommodate Man and his existence-

 Isaiah 45:18 18 For thus says the LORD, who 
created the heavens (He is the God who 
formed the earth and made it, He established it 
and did not create it a waste place, But formed 
it to be inhabited), "I am the LORD, and there is 
none else. 



Genesis 1:26-27 26 Then God said, "Let Us 

make man in Our image, according to Our 

likeness; and let them rule over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the sky and 

over the cattle and over all the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth."  27 And God created man in His own 

image, in the image of God He created him; 

male and female He created them.  



When God created Man, He made him 

ruler over all of creation under God 

Himself.

Genesis 1:28 28 And God blessed them; 

and God said to them, "Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; 

and rule over the fish of the sea and over 

the birds of the sky, and over every living 

thing that moves on the earth." 



When Man rebelled and sinned against God, a 
change took place in the universe both 
physically and morally.

Death entered in and Man‟s relationship to God 
changed from one of harmony and love to 
enmity and hatred. 

Man still bears the image of God due to his 
nature, but he now holds this image in a fallen, 
perverted and sinful way. Sin did not eradicate 
God‟s image however since this aspect is the 
very core of Man‟s essence. Man is still Man.

God made provision for this situation and He 
had already planned to send Christ in the 
fulness of time to provide a way of forgiveness 
and redemption for sinful humanity.



 God poured out all of His wrath on Jesus Christ who 
died in our place on the cross and took upon Himself 
the just penalty for all of our sins.

 Jesus was the perfect lamb of God who was ordained to 
take away the sins of the world.

 Everyone who receives Christ by faith will be forgiven 
by God because of Christ‟s perfect and sinless life and 
His sacrifice of Himself in their behalf. This is the ONLY 
way of achieving peace with God-

• 1 Timothy 2:5-6 5 For there is one God, and one mediator also 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6 who gave 
Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony borne at the proper 
time. 

• Acts 4:12 12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is 
no other name under heaven that has been given among men, 
by which we must be saved."



Philosophical Anthropology

Part 2



 There have been and still are many non-
Christian views of Man with many adherents 
holding to these views down through the 
centuries.

 There are ancient beliefs regarding Man that 
are still very prevalent in our modern world 
societies of today. 

 These views are found in various degrees and 
mixtures, very often in conflicting ways, 
throughout the social, political, educational, 
professional and religious world and life views 
of the present day.

 The term given to describe the study of Man‟s 
nature is philosophical anthropology.



 Plato believed in a realm of timeless forms which can be thought of as the 
universal formulas for everything that exists.

 The forms are the objective, universal existents which are the basis for all 
knowledge and values.

 It is unclear whether or not Plato actually believed in the gods.
 Men are made from two elements- a physical substance and a spiritual 

aspect.
 Man is a spirit „trapped‟ in a body to Plato- a ghost in a physical machine.
 Man will return to being a spirit after death.
 Man‟s spirit is made up of 3 parts- Reason, Desire or Appetite and 

Emotion.
 People know things by intuition because of their familiarity with the realm 

of the forms.
 People have problems because their reason is not in control of the other 

two aspects of their essence. When desire or emotions override reason, 
Man has problems.

 When people learn that reason needs to reign in and control desire and 
emotions, then man achieves harmony and becomes just within himself. 

 Society should be modeled after this same pattern and reasonable and 
intellectual men should lead society. Education becomes salvation for the 
Platonist. The Philosopher-King should lead and education is the tool of 
regenerating society.



 Karl Marx believed that Man was nothing more than a highly sophisticated animal.
 Marx believed in evolution and that there is no God, soul or life after death.
 Man‟s nature is that he is a social creature; a productive and creative animal. He wrote that “…the 

nature of individuals depends on the material conditions determining their production.” 
 When peasants became free to sell their own labor-power, and needed to do so because they no 

longer possessed their own land, people began to sell their labor-power when they accepted 
compensation in return for whatever work they did in a given period of time (in other words, they were 
not selling the product of their labor, but their capacity to work). In return for selling their labor power, 
they received money which allowed them to survive. Those who must sell their labor power are 
proletarians.

 Man‟s problem is that he has become alienated from his own means of production due to the 
oppressive and competitive structures of civilization. He has to work for somebody else and he does 
not work for himself any longer. Consequently he hates his life, he hates his work and he is 
disconnected from his society.

 Marx did not believe that all people worked the same way, or that how one works is entirely personal 
and individual however. Instead, he argued that work is a social activity and that the conditions and 
forms under and through which people work are socially determined and change over time.

 Man is both personally and corporately determined by what happens in the economic events of history 
in society. He is but a pale reflection of his own society.

 Marx believed that everything was moving towards a stateless society wherein man would ultimately 
exist in a communal society. Society would achieve this only after a series of intermediate stages in 
which progression would be seen. The stages of economic evolution would be-

• Feudalism
• Capitalism
• Socialism
• Communism (through the dictatorship of the proletariat)
• The Stateless utopia

 Since Man is a social creature, the only means of restoring Man to his true nature and condition is 
through economic revolution. The workers must rise up and take control of society in order to achieve 
total control of the state. Once total control has been achieved, then man must renounce the state in a 
final self-revolution and stateless utopia will be realized. We must give total power to the state so that 
the state can abolish itself. We will all ultimately be one big, happy family.



 Sigmund Freud believed that Man‟s nature is that of being an advanced and 
evolved form of animal.

 Freud did not believe in God. He taught that the God idea was simply a 
psychological projection of one‟s own father.

 Freud believed that Man‟s nature and behavior is psychologically determined by 
basic, instinctual but unconscious drives.

 Man‟s consciousness is made up of 3 parts according to Freud-
• Id (subliminal drives)

• Ego (conscious self)

• Superego (conscious self as developed under the societal constraints of civilization)
 Man has various instinctive drives within himself as a result of being an animal that 

are either suppressed or denied as a person grows through their various sexual 
stages of personal character development which determine what kind of person 
they will ultimately turn out to be. 

 Man‟s problem turns out to be various neuroses which result from frustrated, 
repressed, basic instinctual drives because society looks down upon the things 
people want to do. Societal pressure actually becomes the root of the problem for 
people. Society creates personal discontent in people when the Superego is 
warring with the Id and the Ego is caught in the middle between the two and does 
not know how to adjudicate the conflict.

 The answer for people according to Freud is Psychoanalysis wherein a trained 
Psychoanalyst helps people to discover their true basic desires and beliefs and 
helps people to become aware of their own personal issues and the reasons that 
they act and feel the way that they do. The process of psychoanalysis is designed to 
help people feel better about themselves and to ultimately set them free from all of 
their internal distress and guilt.



 Jean-Paul Sartre espouses atheism as the very core of his belief system.
 Sartre believes that life itself has no intrinsic meaning or value. Life is „absurd‟ in the sense that existence 

does not really mean anything in and of itself, and therefore does not generate its own system of 
meaning or values.

 Man is a product of simple evolution; time and chance are why we are here and is also why there are no 
objective standards or transcendent values.

 Whatever value there is for a man is a chosen, relative value since there is no universal and common 
human nature for Man in general.

 Man first exists and then chooses his essence- i.e. what kind of person he will be.
 All people have something in common however, which is their absolute freedom. The freedom of Man is 

in Man‟s power to think about things as they are not or he can „other‟ himself in imagination. For example, 
You can be at work but at the same time you can imagine yourself laying on the beach. There is a power 
of negation that everyone possesses since everyone can imagine themselves as other than they are by 
negating the reality of their present circumstances through their imaginations. This is the freedom of Man 
according to Sartre.

 Man‟s freedom leads to anguish since Man realizes that he is a totally free being. Nothing and no one 
determines what a man will be or do. Everyone is absolutely free to choose or not choose everything all 
on their own. There is no God that chooses or dictates to man; no objective values that dictate how man 
ought to be; no psychological, biological, economical or environmental factors that determine how man 
will or should behave. Man is totally unpredictable and no one can know or determine what a free man 
will be or do.

 Man‟s anguish over his freedom leads to Bad Faith or the self-induced deception that he is not free. He 
tries to escape his anguish and his freedom by blaming his behavior on things or forces outside of 
himself. He does not want to be free because he is afraid of his own power of freedom.

 Man cannot be utterly and totally sincere regarding his freedom however, because that would 
necessitate Man being totally objective regarding himself. But Man is not an object like a chair or a rock 
or even like a bird or a dog, Man is a free being and he cannot be captured and objectified. 

 The answer to Man‟s dilemma is that of Authenticity. Authenticity is the full, complete awareness that 
whatever choices we make, WE make them. Nothing and no one influences us in any way and we are 
each responsible for our own choices. The choice of whether to become a welder or to become a 
Policeman makes no real difference except for the fact that you and you alone make the choice. One 
must choose for himself. To do so with full awareness makes someone an authentic person. You own 
yourself and all that you do.



 B.F. (Burrhus Frederic) Skinner believes in behavioral determinism.
 Skinner believes that Man is just another animal and that Man has no soul.
 Skinner believes in operant (environmental) conditioning and he denies instinctive behavior in Man and 

proposes that the only thing that really exists in Man is learned behaviors.
 B. F. Skinner‟s entire system is based on operant conditioning. The organism is in the process of 

“operating” on the environment, which in ordinary terms means it is bouncing around its world, doing 
what it does. During this “operating,” the organism encounters a special kind of stimulus, called a 
reinforcing stimulus, or simply a reinforcer. This special stimulus has the effect of increasing the 
operant -- that is, the behavior occurring just before the reinforcer. This is operant conditioning: “the 
behavior is followed by a consequence, and the nature of the consequence modifies the organisms 
tendency to repeat the behavior in the future.” 

 Imagine a rat in a cage. This is a special cage (called, in fact, a “Skinner box”) that has a bar or pedal on 
one wall that, when pressed, causes a little mechanism to release a food pellet into the cage. The rat is 
bouncing around the cage, doing whatever it is rats do, when he accidentally presses the bar and a food 
pellet falls into the cage. The operant is the behavior just prior to the reinforcer, which is the food pellet. 
In no time at all, the rat is furiously peddling away at the bar, hoarding his pile of pellets in the corner of 
the cage. A behavior followed by a reinforcing stimulus results in an increased probability of that 
behavior occurring in the future. What if you don‟t give the rat any more pellets? Apparently, he‟s no 
fool, and after a few futile attempts, he stops his bar-pressing behavior. This is called extinction of the 
operant behavior. A behavior no longer followed by the reinforcing stimulus results in a decreased 
probability of that behavior occurring in the future.

 Behavior is passed on through society operantly conditioning their offspring as well as society 
manipulating and propagating cultural „norms‟.  

 Skinner believes that Man‟s problem is that he thinks he is free. Man is trying to make of himself 
something that he is not; a free being with dignity and value.

 Man‟s solution according to Skinner is for a diversified group of select leaders to dictate and determine 
what Man should do and how men should behave. Society will be manipulated to achieve the best 
scenario for everyone. Man needs to be controlled and conditioned for his own good. Man is simply a 
product of his society so with a carefully designed and controlled societal structure, Man‟s behaviors will 
be in harmony with the paradigm established by those in control. (This is the system that is presented in 
George Orwell‟s book „1984‟ with the idea of Big Brother always watching over you and keeping you in 
check)



 Lorenz believes Man‟s nature is that of just another evolved animal and he 
is to be studied like any other animal.

 Lorenz believes in the survival value of certain behaviors in animals. 
Some behaviors have a higher survival value than others. For example 
sexual relations have a higher survival value because procreation ensures 
the propagation of the species. Eating also has a high survival value. 
Defending a certain territory has a lower survival value than these other 
two.

 The aggressive urges of an animal are used to protect the instinctive 
behaviors with the highest survival value. Man has an aggressive instinct 
just like other animals.

 Man‟s problem is that the restraints of civilization have interfered with his 
aggressive urges and his instinctive way of handling these urges. Also, his 
technological ability has outstripped his natural ability to moderate and 
control the destructive effects of expressing his aggression.

 The answer to Man‟s problem is self knowledge. We must study ourselves 
and really get to know ourselves and our natures and aggressive 
tendencies and we need to sublimate our aggression and channel it into 
less destructive behaviors. This is why we have professional sports teams 
as well as individual participative sports according to Lorenz. We are able 
to sublimate and redirect our aggressive urges into behaviors which are 
less destructive and perhaps even into some constructive ends. Lorenz 
also suggests that humor is another way of self knowledge and dealing 
with our aggression without engaging in destructive behaviors.



According to Christianity, Man‟s dignity is that 

he is created as the very image of God. What 

God is non-physically, Man is physically. He is 

the epitome of God‟s creation.

According to Plato, Man is a ghost in a machine. 

A soul entombed in a body.

Marx, Freud, Skinner and Lorenz all claim that 

man is just another animal. 

 Sartre claims that man is an animal as well, but 

he is a free being with only himself to answer 

to.



 According to Christianity, Man has fallen from grace into sin and is 
separated from God, himself and his fellow man. John 8:34 34 Jesus 
answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the 
slave of sin. 

 Plato says that Man‟s problem is disharmony within himself and his 
society.

 Marx says that man is alienated from his means of production.
 Freud says that Man is determined by suppressed unconscious desires 

that cause neuroses because of society‟s pressures.
 Sartre says that Man‟s problem is bad faith and that Man‟s dilemma is that 

he is totally free. The illusion of determinism is his issue.
 Skinner says that Man‟s problem is that he thinks he is free when he is 

really a slave to his operate conditioning. Man is determined by 
behavioral conditioning and the illusion of freedom is Man‟s biggest 
issue. Man is just another Pavlovian Dog.

 Lorenz says that Man‟s problem is his aggressive urges are not being 
redirected and controlled correctly. Evolution has allowed Man‟s ability to 
play out his aggression in a much more destructive manner than his 
natural instincts would allow due to technology.



 Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay the ransom for 
our sins to God-

• Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was 
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on 
our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him.

 Plato says that education is the answer.
 Marx says that revolution brings about utopia.
 Freud said that psychoanalysis is what Man needs.
 Sartre said that authenticity was the answer for Man.
 Skinner said that proper behavioral conditioning is the 

solution.
 Lorenz said that sublimation is the answer for Man‟s 

problems.



 Proverbs 16:33 33 The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the LORD. 
 Proverbs 16:4 4 The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the 

day of evil.
 John 15:16 16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go 

and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My 
name, He may give to you. 

 Romans 9:11-26 11 for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or 
bad, in order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not because of works, but 
because of Him who calls,  12 it was said to her, "The older will serve the younger."  13 Just as it 
is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."  14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice 
with God, is there? May it never be!  15 For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."  16 So then it does not depend 
on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.  17 For the Scripture 
says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and 
that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth."  18 So then He has mercy on 
whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.  19 You will say to me then, "Why does He 
still find fault? For who resists His will?"  20 On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers 
back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, "Why did you make me like this," 
will it?  21 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one 
vessel for honorable use, and another for common use?  22 What if God, although willing to 
demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of 
wrath prepared for destruction?  23 And He did so in order that He might make known the 
riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory,  24 even us, 
whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.  25 As He says 
also in Hosea, "I will call those who were not My people, 'My people,' And her who was not 
beloved, 'beloved.'"  26 "And it shall be that in the place where it was said to them, 'you are not 
My people,' There they shall be called sons of the living God." 

 Ephesians 1:11 11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 
to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 

 Man is a creature who has a specific nature and destiny as determined by Almighty God. God 
loves His creatures and He is working out His plan in history to redeem a people for Himself.



 We see from Scripture that Man has a very specific nature being 
created in the image of God. 

 Man‟s dignity or value is found in his very nature.
 God originally created Man as His servant and with the express 

purpose of Glorifying Him in everything that Man would do.
 When God created Man, He made him ruler over all of creation 

under God Himself.
 When Man rebelled and sinned against God, a change took place 

in the universe both physically and morally.
 There are ancient beliefs regarding Man that are still very 

prevalent in our modern world societies of today.
 What we have when Man is left to himself to determine his nature, 

his problems and his solutions are a variety of ungodly ways in 
which Man attempts to make himself feel good about his very bad 
conscience. Man tries to soothe his internal feelings of guilt 
through various ways of rationalization and denial of his actual 
situation. He replaces God‟s truth through self deception and 
shifting the blame for his bad behavior to other things or people. 
He suppresses the truth in his unrighteousness.



1. T or F: Man is an evolved form of 

animal.

2. T or F: Man is driven by unconscious 

instinctual desires.

3. T or F: Man can regenerate and change 

his nature through economic revolution.

4. T or F: Man can solve his problems 

through education.

5. T or F: Jesus is the answer that God 

provided to solve Man‟s problems.



1. FALSE

2. FALSE

3. FALSE

4. FALSE

5. TRUE 



We hope that you enjoyed this series 

and that your faith in God and His 

Word has been strengthened. Please 

join us again next time.

God Bless You!


