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Who is God? Who is Man? 
Class Schedule

• Covenant, Relationship and the Knowledge of God 
(Session 1)

• The Trinity Part 1: The Nature of God (Session 2)

• The Trinity Part 2: The Person of God the Father 
(Session 3)

• The Trinity Part 3: The Person of God the Son- Jesus 
Christ (Session 4)

• The Trinity Part 4: The Person of God the Holy Spirit 
(Session 5)

• The Nature of Man (Session 6)



Review of Last Session

• The distinct person of God the Father has a specific role and unique characteristics 
that distinguish Him from God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

• God Almighty predestined and ordained everything that would ever happen in 
eternity past before the foundation of the world and He sent the Son to 
accomplish His plan of redemption in history.

• The Holy Spirit seals and applies the work of Christ to each individual believer. 
• God has certain attributes that only He can possess. These are called God’s 

Incommunicable Attributes.
• God has certain attributes that He has shared with His creatures. These are called 

God’s Communicable Attributes.
• God is Sovereign over all of creation in every way. He knows everything, He has 

planned everything down to the smallest detail and He is in absolute control of 
everything and everyone.

• God predestines the free choices of people as well as every event, situation and all 
circumstances. 

• God does not violate Man’s free will in ordaining whatever comes to pass. The 
Scriptures are clear on this, but it is a divine mystery as to the way God brings this 
about.



The Divine Conception

Part 1



The Birth of Christ Prophesied

• Isaiah 7:14 14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a 
sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and 
she will call His name Immanuel. 

• Isaiah 9:6-7 6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be 
given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; 
And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no end to 
the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and righteousness From then on and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish 
this. 

• Jesus was prophesized to be born of a virgin over 700 years 
before He was actually born.



The Conception of Jesus Christ
• Luke 1:26-35 26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 

sent from God to a city in Galilee, called Nazareth,  27 to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of 
David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  28 And coming in, he said 
to her, "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you."  29 But she was 
greatly troubled at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of 
salutation this might be.  30 And the angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  31 "And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name 
Him Jesus.  32 "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 
David;  33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His 
kingdom will have no end."  34 And Mary said to the angel, "How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?"  35 And the angel answered and 
said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy 
offspring shall be called the Son of God. 



The Birth of Jesus Realized

• Matthew 1:18-25 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When 
His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.  19 And 
Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace 
her, desired to put her away secretly.  20 But when he had considered 
this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that 
which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  21 "And she will 
bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save 
His people from their sins."  22 Now all this took place that what was 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying,  23 
"Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they shall 
call His name Immanuel," which translated means, "God with us."  24 
And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him, and took her as his wife,  25 and kept her a virgin until 
she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus. 



The Incarnation

Part 2



The Incarnation of God the Son

• Each person within the nature of the Trinity fulfills a distinctive 
role within the eternal purposes and plan of God.

• Even though each person is coequal in power and glory, they all 
work together cooperatively in different ways to accomplish the 
Father’s will.

• God the Son has a role that is different from God the Father and 
God the Holy Spirit.

• The role of God the Son is that of the Suffering Servant who took 
the punishment of sin upon Himself in order to provide the 
propitiatory sacrifice demanded by God’s Justice.

• The Incarnation of Christ is a Divine mystery in that the eternal 
God took into union with Himself a Human nature.

• The word incarnation literally means enfleshed or in flesh.



Why the God-Man?

• Anselm of Canterbury asked the question 
“Coeur Deus Homo?” or “Why the God-Man?

• He was asking why was it necessary for God to 
become incarnated in Jesus Christ; why did 
God become a Man? Wasn’t there some other 
way to deal with sinful Mankind?



The Necessity of the Incarnation

• The Incarnation of Christ was necessary in order for God to 
forgive sin in fallen Man.

• It was necessary for God to become a man in order to provide 
Covenantal representation and blood atonement. 

• As Mankind was represented in Adam, so also were God’s 
elect represented in Christ.

• Only a mortal man could provide the blood atonement 
necessary to pay for the penalty of sin since by a mortal man, 
death was originally brought in.

• God was not obligated in any way nor did He owe forgiveness 
to any of His creatures.

• God both created and saved purely from His own free 
gracious choice and good pleasure. 



The Need for a Real Human Body

• Scripture teaches that Jesus was born and took on a real and full human 
nature and physical body specifically to die for the sins of His people as 
the Lamb of God. 

• Hebrews 2:14-18 14 Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might 
render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 
and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery 
all their lives.  16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He 
gives help to the descendant of Abraham.  17 Therefore, He had to be 
made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for 
the sins of the people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which 
He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted. 

• Hebrews 9:22 Indeed according to the law almost everything was purified 
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

• John 1:29 29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, 
"Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 



The Need for a Real Human Body (cont.)

• Hebrews 10:5-20 5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "Sacrifice and offering 
Thou hast not desired, But a body Thou hast prepared for Me; 6 In whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices for sin Thou hast taken no pleasure.  7 "Then I said, 'Behold, I have come (In the roll of the 
book it is written of Me) To do Thy will, O God.'"  8 After saying above, "Sacrifices and offerings and 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast not desired, nor hast Thou taken pleasure in 
them" (which are offered according to the Law),  9 then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Thy 
will." He takes away the first in order to establish the second.  10 By this will we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 And every priest stands 
daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;  
12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, 13 
waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet.  14 For by one 
offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears 
witness to us; for after saying,  16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them After those days, 
says the Lord: I will put My laws upon their heart, And upon their mind I will write them," He then 
says,  17 "And their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more."  18 Now where there is 
forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.  19 Since therefore, brethren, 
we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  20 by a new and living way 
which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 

• Jesus had to physically and really die with respect to His human nature. The Man Jesus Christ died on 
the cross as a ransom for sin to God to satisfy His justice and Holiness. God the Son did not die on 
the cross with respect to His Deity; how could the One in Whom is life ever die? The Incarnation 
made no change in the Trinity. There are still three persons in the Trinity for the Logos did not unite 
with a Human person, but with a Human nature.



Christology: The Doctrine of the 
Person of God the Son

Part 3



What is Christology?

• Christology is the department of Systematic Theology 
which deals with the doctrine of the Person of Christ 
the Redeemer.

• It covers the following 5 subjects-

• Christ’s Theanthropic Person

• Christ’s Deity

• Christ’s Humanity

• Christ’s Unipersonality

• Christ’s Impeccability



The Theanthropic Person of Christ

• The word Theanthropic comes from two Greek 
words, theos meaning God and anthropos meaning 
man. This is the term used to describe the  complex 
person of Christ as He is both fully God and fully 
Man.

• In Christ, the two natures-Divine and Human- remain 
distinct and unmixed. There is no confusion of 
natures.

• In Him, Deity did NOT become humanized nor did 
Humanity become Deified. There is a mysterious 
union, not a transmutation.

• A Divine Person graciously united a Human nature 
with Himself.



The Deity of Jesus Christ

• Christ has always existed as the second person of the Trinity.
• Jesus existed before Abraham was born-

– John 8:56-58 56 "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he 
saw it and was glad."  57 The Jews therefore said to Him, "You are not 
yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?"  58 Jesus said to 
them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am." 

• Jesus existed before the creation-
– John 17:5 5 "And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, Father, with 

the glory which I had with Thee before the world was. 

• Jesus created everything and He holds all things together-
– Colossians 1:16-17 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him.  17 And He is 
before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

• Jesus was with God in the beginning-
– John 1:1-2 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.



The Humanity of Christ: The Word Became Flesh

• John 1:10-14 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the 
world did not know Him.  11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not 
receive Him.  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  13 who were born not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word 
became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only 
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

• Jesus took on genuine full Human nature in His Incarnation. The Human nature He took 
to Himself was not the unfallen nature of Adam pre-fall, but He took on the weakened 
Human nature of Fallen Man, yet He was without sin-
– Hebrews 4:14-15 14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 

the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  15 For we do not 
have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has 
been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 

– 2 Corinthians 13:4 4 For indeed He was crucified because of weakness, yet He lives 
because of the power of God. For we also are weak in Him, yet we shall live with 
Him because of the power of God directed toward you. 

– Romans 8:3-4 3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, 
God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for 
sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,  4 in order that the requirement of the Law 
might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the 
Spirit. 



The Unipersonality of Christ

• The Unipersonality of Christ is a term used to illustrate the truth 
that the two natures of Christ constitute only one single person.

• By the Incarnation, a Divine Person took into union with Himself a 
Human nature, not a Human person. Therefore, the Theanthropic 
Person of Christ is a single person with two distinct natures.

• Philippians 2:6-8 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but 
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 
made in the likeness of men.  8 And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. 

• Colossians 2:9 9 For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily 
form, 

• 1 Timothy 2:5 5 For there is one God, and one mediator also 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 



The Communicatio Idiomatum
• The Communicatio Idiomatum is a Latin term meaning 

“Communication of Attributes”.
• This is the heart of the centuries old Lutheran/Calvinist debate that 

speaks of the attributes of both the Divine and Human natures 
being ‘communicated’ or ascribed to each other in the person of 
Jesus Christ.

• The Lutheran holds that properties of the Divine nature are 
communicated to the Human nature of Jesus. For example, the 
attribute of Omnipresence is ascribed to the Human body of Jesus 
so that Jesus’ body is now everywhere.

• The Calvinist denies that the Divine properties are communicated 
to the Human nature and vice-versa. They maintain that the 
properties of both natures are ascribed to the single person of 
Jesus Christ, but the natures are not mixed nor confused. Each 
nature remains fully Divine and fully Human respectively within the 
person of Jesus.



The Impeccability of Christ
• Impeccability is the term used to describe the doctrine that 

the Lord Jesus Christ not only was able to not sin, but that He 
was not able to Sin.

• The implication is that not only did He not sin, He could not 
sin since the Human nature was joined to the Divine nature 
who was incapable of sinning.

• There has been and still is a lot of controversy concerning this 
issue over the centuries. Could Christ have sinned or not? 
What is the Biblical answer?

• The answer is both yes and no: Yes, Christ could have sinned 
had He chosen to do so with respect to His Human nature, but 
He also had the perfect character and Divine nature of God so 
that He, like God, would never choose to sin with respect to 
His Divine nature. 

• It was possible for Jesus to sin in His Human nature, but it was 
impossible for Jesus to sin in His Divine nature. 



Christ: The Second Adam
• 1 Corinthians 15:45 So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul." The last 

Adam became a life-giving spirit. 
• Romans 5:6-19 6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 

For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare 
even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him.  10 For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  11 
And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received the reconciliation.  12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the 
world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned-- 13 for until the 
Law sin was in the world; but sin is not imputed when there is no law.  14 Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the 
offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.  15 But the free gift is not like the 
transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of 
God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.  16 And the gift is 
not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose 
from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from 
many transgressions resulting in justification.  17 For if by the transgression of the one, death 
reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.  18 So then as through one 
transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness 
there resulted justification of life to all men.  19 For as through the one man's disobedience the 
many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made 
righteous. 



The Fallen Race of Mankind

• 1 Corinthians 15:22 For 
as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ all shall be 
made alive.

All 

In Adam

All 

In Christ



Jesus: The Suffering Servant
• Isaiah 53:1-12 1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD 

been revealed?  2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of 
parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor 
appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face, He 
was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our 
sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 
But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The 
chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.  6 All of us 
like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused 
the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.  7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not 
open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its 
shearers, So He did not open His mouth.  8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; 
And as for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living, 
For the transgression of my people to whom the stroke was due?  9 His grave was assigned 
with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had done no violence, 
Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.  10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting 
Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will 
prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.  11 As a result 
of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous 
One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities.  12 Therefore, I will 
allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong; Because He 
poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore 
the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors. 



The Offense of The Cross
• Many people including theologians dislike and even deny the 

necessity of the cross.

• They deny that God would have planned or allowed such a 
terrible thing to happen to His Son.

• Christianity has been ridiculed, insulted and mocked by many 
other religions just because of the doctrine of the necessity of 
the cross. We are accused of worshipping a dead God.

• This is another testimony to the truth of Christianity; would 
sinful Man make up something like this which at its very core 
seems so senseless, cruel and unloving? Would Man invent a 
religion with a God of love like this?

• Romans 9:33 33 just as it is written, "Behold, I lay in Zion a 
stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, And he who believes 
in Him will not be disappointed." 



Early Mockery of Christianity
• The Alexamanos Graffito, dating from c.200 AD or earlier, is an 

interesting early parody of Christianity. 
• This early graffito (wall-scratching; singular of graffiti) was 

discovered in 1857 in a guardroom on Palatine Hill near the 
Circus Maximus in Rome, and is now in the Palatine Antiquarian 
Museum. 

• The drawing shows a man with an ass's head being crucified, to 
which a youth is raising his hand as if in prayer. The text in Greek 
reads:

ALE
XAMENOS
SEBETE
THEON

which means, "Alexamenos worships his god." 
• Before Christianity, the Jews had already been charged with 

worshipping an ass; this was probably the basis of this accusation 
being directed at Christianity. 

• The criticism is mentioned in several early pagan and Christian 
works. Minicius Felix sought to refute the pagan notions that 
"the religion of the Christians is foolish, inasmuch as they 
worship a crucified man, and even the instrument itself of his 
punishment. They are said to worship the head of an ass, and 
even the nature of their father" (Octavius, IX). Tertullian 
mentioned that the pagans think "our god is an ass's head" 
(Apology, XVI).

• The graffito also represents how contemptible and absurd the 
idea of a crucified god was to pagan thinking. Perhaps a century 
earlier, St. Paul had remarked that the crucifixion was "unto the 
Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness" (I 
Corinthians I.23). 



Some Scriptural Titles of Jesus
• The Word of God
• The Lamb of God
• The Alpha & Omega
• The Lion of the Tribe of Judah
• The Root of David
• The Door
• The Vine
• King of Kings
• Lord of Lords
• Messiah
• Savior
• Son of Man
• Son of God
• The Suffering Servant



Summary
• The Incarnation of Christ was necessary in order for God to forgive sin in fallen 

Man.
• It was necessary for God to become a man in order to provide Covenantal 

representation and blood atonement. 
• As Mankind was represented in Adam, so also were God’s elect represented in 

Christ.
• It was possible for Jesus to sin in His Human nature, but it was impossible for Jesus 

to sin in His Divine nature.
• By the Incarnation, a Divine Person took into union with Himself a Human nature, 

not a Human person. Therefore, the Person of Christ is a single person with two 
distinct natures.

• The Incarnation made no change in the Trinity. There are still three persons in the 
Trinity for the Logos did not unite with a Human person, but with a Human nature.

• Only a mortal man could provide the blood atonement necessary to pay for the 
penalty of sin since by a mortal man, death was originally brought in.

• God was not obligated in any way nor did He owe forgiveness to any of His 
creatures.

• God both created and saved purely from His own free gracious choice and good 
pleasure.



POP-QUIZ

1. T or F: Jesus is both fully Man and fully God.

2. T or F: Jesus is Omnipresent in His Human body.

3. T or F: The cross of Christ is an offense to people. 

4. T or F: The Incarnation did not have to happen 
because of Man’s sin. God could have saved sinners 
another, nicer or easier way.

5. T or F: Jesus could have sinned.



POP-QUIZ ANSWER KEY

1. TRUE

2. FALSE

3. TRUE

4. FALSE

5. TRUE and FALSE- Jesus could have sinned with 
respect to His Human nature, but He could never 
have sinned with respect to His Divine nature since 
it is impossible for God to sin



THANK YOU!

We hope that you enjoyed this 
presentation and learned some new 

things. Please join us next week when we 
will continue our in depth study of the 

Trinity. We will be looking in detail at the 
person and work of God the Holy Spirit.
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