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 The Scripture tells us that all people are in a covenant relationship to God that 
will never end. 

 People have one of two possible responses to this covenantal relationship- 
faithful belief or rebellious unbelief. 

 The Old Covenant signs and seals were replaced with the New Covenant signs 
and seals to fulfill and complete everything in Jesus Christ and His Church, 
which is His Bride. All people of faith from all times are included in the Church. 

 The Scriptures teach us that all persons have a built in as well as many external 
witnesses to the knowledge of the living and true God. This is called general, 
common or natural revelation.  

 The Scriptures teaches that people suppress this truth about God in their 
unrighteousness and end up with corrupted minds and they deceive 
themselves. 

 General revelation (also called natural or common) only communicates God’s 
wrath, not His saving love and purpose fulfilled in Christ.  

 As Christians, we need to be aware that people are not simply ignorant of God 
and the things of God. We need to know that people are in rebellion against 
God and that they need to be told this to help them realize that they are their 
own worst enemy. We need to treat people as both sinner and God’s very 
image. 

 Faith in God and His Word have ALWAYS been the way of salvation. Before 
Christ came, people believed in God’s promises to forgive them and save them 
through His promised Messiah to come. After Christ, faith is still that same and 
ONLY way of salvation to all who believe in God and His word and look to 
Christ. 



Part 1 



 A creed is simply a statement of faith. The word 
creed comes from the Latin word ‘credere’ which 
means ‘to believe”. 

 A creed is not necessarily comprehensive or 
complete, but contains articles that are 
fundamental and that have been called into 
dispute. (We will see the importance of this later) 

 The 3 Great Creeds of the Christian Church are- 
 The Apostles Creed (2nd century A.D.) 

 The Nicene Creed (325 A.D.- Final form 6th century) 

 The Athanasian Creed (4th - 5th century A.D.) 



 The creeds arose as responses to early church 
heresies that were being propagated. 

 The heresies that distorted or denied Biblical 
truths about God and Christ actually helped the 
Church to declare the fundamental beliefs of 
Christianity with great precision and accuracy. 

 The creeds have provided an orthodox, 
summarized statement of faith for believers for 
over 1500 years. 

 One of the most comprehensive Protestant 
statements of faith is the Westminster Confession 
of Faith written between 1646-47. The WCF is 
also the basis for the Baptist Confession of Faith 
written in 1689. 



 God in history revealed Himself and His 
Word progressively over time, until Christ 
came as His final revelation and the final 
form was determined for His Word. 

 As the amount of revelation was given a 
little at a time until complete, in a similar 
manner, God increased the Church’s 
understanding of Him and His Word as we 
were able to comprehend and understand it. 
This is the primary usefulness of the creeds 
and confessions- to help the Church 
understand, protect and propagate the 
historic, orthodox Christian beliefs- i.e.: ‘the 
faith which was once for all delivered to the 
saints.’ (Jude 1:3 ) 



 John 17:3  3 "And this is eternal life, that they 
may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom Thou hast sent.  

 This is the catholic faith, which except a man 
believe faithfully, he cannot be saved. 
(Athanasian Creed) 

 The Church considers the nature of God as a 
central, fundamental and critically necessary 
element of belief. It is so central to personal 
saving faith that even today the Church as a 
whole does not consider anyone who denies the 
doctrine of the Trinity to be a genuine Christian. 



 The Definition of Chalcedon (451) 

 The Canons of the Council of Orange (529) 

 The Augsburg Confession (This is the 
confession drafted by Martin Luther and Philip 
Melanchthon and was presented to Emperor 
Charles V and the Imperial Diet of Worms on 
June 25th, 1530) 

 The Thirty-Nine Articles (1572) 

 The Canons of Dordt (1618) 

 The Belgic Confession (1618) 



Part 2 



 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven; and 
sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen 



 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made. 

 Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and 
was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the 
Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 
the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick 
and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the 
prophets. 

 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  



1. Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the catholic 
faith; 

2. Which faith except every one do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall 
perish everlastingly. 

3. And the catholic faith is this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
Unity; 

4. Neither confounding the persons, nor dividing the substance 
5. For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son and another of the Holy 

Spirit. 
6. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit is all one, the glory 

equal, the majesty co-eternal. 
7. Such as the Father is, such is the Son and such is the Holy Spirit. 
8. The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the Holy Spirit uncreate. 
9. The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Spirit 

incomprehensible. 
10. The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Spirit eternal. 
11. And yet they are not three eternals, but one eternal. 
12. As also there are not three uncreated nor three incomprehensibles, but one uncreated 

and one incomprehensible. 
13. So likewise the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, and the Holy Spirit almighty; 
14. And yet they are not three almighties, but one almighty. 

 



15. So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God; 
16. And yet they are not three Gods, but one God. 
17. So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Spirit Lord; 
18. And yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
19. For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge every person 

by himself to be God and Lord; 
20. so are we forbidden by the catholic religion to say: There are three Gods or three 

Lords. 
21. The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten. 
22. The Son is of the Father alone; not made nor created, but begotten. 
23. The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son; neither made, nor created, nor 

begotten, but proceeding. 
24. So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, 

not three Holy Spirits. 
25. And in this Trinity none is afore, nor after another; none is greater, or less than 

another. 
26. But the whole three persons are co-eternal, and co-equal. 
27. So that in all things, as aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to 

be worshipped. 
28. He therefore that will be saved must thus think of the Trinity. 
29. Furthermore it is necessary to everlasting salvation that he also believe rightly the 

incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
30. For the right faith is that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God, is God and man. 



31. God of the substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; and made of the 
substance of His mother, born in the world. 

32. Perfect God and perfect man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting. 
33. Equal to the Father as touching His Godhead, and inferior to the Father as touching 

His manhood. 
34. Who, although He is God and man, yet He is not two, but one Christ. 
35. One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking of the manhood 

into God. 
36. One altogether, not by the confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 
37. For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ; 
38. Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the 

dead; 
39. He ascended into heaven, He sitteth on the right hand of the Father, God Almighty; 
40. From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
41. At whose coming all men shall rise again with their bodies; 
42. And shall give account of their own works. 
43. And they that have done good shall go into life everlasting, and they that have done 

evil into everlasting fire. 
44. This is the catholic faith, which except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved 

 



I. There is but one only living and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a 
most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions, immutable, immense, 
eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, most absolute, 
working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most righteous 
will, for his own glory, most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in 
goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him; and withal most just and terrible in his judgments; hating all 
sin; and who will by no means clear the guilty. 

II. God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and 
unto himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, 
nor deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, 
and upon them; he is the alone foundation of all being, of whom, through whom, and 
to whom, are all things; and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, 
for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself pleaseth. In his sight all things are open 
and manifest; his knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature; 
so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain. He is most holy in all his counsels, in 
all his works, and in all his commands. To him is due from angels and men, and every 
other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience he is pleased to require of 
them. 

III. In the unity of the Godhead there be three Persons of one substance, power, and 
eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, 
neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy 
Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son.  



 The central truth taught in Scripture with respect to the 
nature or being of God is that there is only one living 
and true God, and that this one God eternally and 
necessarily exists in three divine persons who are all of 
one substance; The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one. 

 Each person is fully and completely God and all are of 
the same substance, NOT 1/3rd of God each or 3 
separate Gods. 

 There is perfect unity in diversity and diversity in 
perfect unity within the nature, substance or essence of 
God. 

 Deuteronomy 6:4  "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our 
God, the LORD is one!”  



 The revelation of God’s Triune nature has some 
profound implications. One of the most 
significant is that Scripture reveals that God 
has the existence of mutuality or community 
within His very own eternal being. 

 This is a necessary aspect of God since love 
requires an object. We can deduce from 
Scripture that God has been in an eternal love 
relationship within His very own being from 
all of eternity. The Father loves the Son and the 
Spirit, The Son loves the Father and the Spirit, 
The Spirit loves the Father and the Son. 



 The Trinity has been 
represented by various 
symbols over the 
centuries. 

 The symbol on the right 
is called the Trinity Knot. 
It employs three 
interwoven fish symbols, 
the fish also being an 
ancient Christian symbol. 



 
 The Shield of the Trinity is not 

generally intended to be any kind of 
schematic diagram of the structure of 
God, but instead is merely a compact 
visual device from which the 
statements below (contained in or 
implied by the Athanasian Creed) can 
be read off. 
 

 "The Father is God"  
 "The Son is God"  
 "The Holy Spirit is God"  
 "God is the Father"  
 "God is the Son"  
 "God is the Holy Spirit"  
 "The Father is not the Son"  
 "The Son is not the Father"  
 "The Father is not the Holy Spirit"  
 "The Holy Spirit is not the Father"  
 "The Son is not the Holy Spirit"  
 "The Holy Spirit is not the Son"  





 Genesis 1:1-3 1 In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.  2 And the earth was 
formless and void, and darkness was over the 
surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was 
moving over the surface of the waters.  3 Then 
God said, "Let there be light"; and there was 
light. 

 We see in the very first verses of the Old 
Testament God, the Spirit and the Word. The 
Trinity is seen at the very beginning of God’s 
revelation! 



 Genesis 1:26  26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in 
Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them 
rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  

 Again we see the plurality of persons within the being 
of God in the very first chapter of Genesis.  

 Genesis 3:22  22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the 
man has become like one of Us, knowing good and 
evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, and take 
also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever "–  

 From the very beginning of the Scriptures God reveals 
His eternal nature to His people. 



 Isaiah 48:16 "Come near to Me, listen to this: 
From the first I have not spoken in secret, From 
the time it took place, I was there. And now the 
Lord God has sent Me, and His Spirit." 

 How many persons do you see in this verse? 
The Lord God, Me (who was there in the 
beginning) who was sent, and His (God’s) 
Spirit. 



 Matthew 28:19 "Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, 

 The Greek here is very explicit- the word for 
‘name’ is singular in form. There is only ONE 
NAME and the one name is the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. 



 The Church recognized the mystery inherent in an 
infinite God and embraced the view of Scripture that it 
is God alone who can reveal Himself to us and He will 
only reveal what He wants us to know- 
 Deuteronomy 29:29 "The secret things belong to the LORD our 

God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons 
forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.  

 The creeds arose and were developed to address 4 
main aspects of the challenges to orthodox beliefs- 
 Detraction from the Doctrine of the Trinity 

 Definition of the Doctrine of the Trinity 

 Development of the Doctrine of the Trinity 

 Defense of the Doctrine of the Trinity 



 The doctrine of the Trinity was at the very heart of nearly all of 
the debates that arose within the early Church.  

 The heretical denials or distortions of the nature of God as 
revealed in Scripture was the primary issue and resulted from 
heretics motivated by the desire to have a unified view of God 
that did not accept or include any mystery.  

 They wanted a simple way to explain and understand God. 
 The earliest heresies had to do with the denial of Christ’s 

human nature and taught that Christ only ‘appeared’ to be a 
man. This heresy is called Docetism. 

 The tendency of the heretics was to go to one of two extreme 
views regarding the Triune nature of God- 
 To deny any genuine distinction of persons within the nature of God  
 To emphasize the distinctions to the point of denial of the single 

substance of God which results in Subordinationism (the view that 
any or all of the persons are not fully God in essence or nature) 



 Modalism is the general term for the view that arose prominently 
during the second century there is only one God who appears and 
acts in either 2 or 3 different ‘modes’ of operation. 

 There are not a plurality of persons in the nature of God according 
to this view. 

 For example, Noëtus taught that the Father was really God and 
that He sometimes operated like a Son and sometimes operated 
like a Holy Spirit. One God, the Father, had 2 masks-Son and 
Spirit- He would wear. 

 The teaching of Noëtus gave rise to the belief in Patrapassianism, 
which is a Latin term for the view that the Father suffered on the 
cross, not the Son (since there really is no Son in Modalism). 

 Sabellius believed that there was a God even behind the concept 
of the Father and taught that this God had 3 ‘modes’ of operating- 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Sabellianism is also called Modalistic 
Monarchianism. 



 Arius (3rd century) taught that God the Father alone is 
eternal and that He made His Son as the very first of all 
Creation ex nihilo (out of nothing). Some Arians went 
on to teach that the Holy Spirit was the first of the 
Son’s creations. 

 The main point of dispute was between two Greek 
words: homoousias- the same substance as the Father 
or homoiousias- of similar substance as the Father. This 
is the issue of inferior substances with regard to any 
person of the Godhead called Subordinationism. 

 The Council of Nicea met in 325 A.D. to settle this issue 
and the Nicene Creed is the result. The Council of 
Constantinople affirmed and upheld Nicea in 381. 



 Faustus Socinus (1539-1604) denied the Trinity and 
went even farther than the Arians by teaching that 
Jesus was a mere man and that He had no existence 
prior to His birth in Bethlehem. 

 Socinus taught that Christ became God’s viceroy over 
all creation after His ascension and was given a portion 
of the divine nature. 

 Modern day Unitarians are the result of the Socinian 
heresies. The Unitarians formally merged with the 
Universalist churches in 1959 and are now officially 
called the Unitarian Universalists. Jehovah’s Witnesses 
and Christadelphians  also hold to and propagate the 
Subordinationist view of the Trinity. 



 Polytheism is the belief that there is more than 
one true god in existence. Many religions and 
cults embrace this belief in multiple gods, even 
though they may not actually worship more 
than one god.  

 Tritheism is a form of polytheism that believes 
in three separate Gods that form a ‘council’ of 
Gods that work together with a unified goal or 
purpose. 



 There are three foundational truths contained 
within the doctrine of the Trinity- 
 Monotheism: There is only one true God 

 Three Persons: There are Three Divine Persons within the 
nature of the one true God 

 Equality: The Three Persons are Coequal and Coeternal 

 These truths may be diagrammed to show the 
relationship of them to each other and to their 
corresponding heretical counterparts as shown 
below. 



 Each of the three sides represent a foundational truth regarding the 
Triune nature of God. When any one of these truths are denied, the 
other two sides form an arrow that points to the resultant error. For 
example, if one denies Monotheism, the other two sides point to 
Polytheism. If one denies the equality of the persons, the result is 
Subordinationism. If one denies the existence of the Three Persons, the 
result is Modalism. (Thanks to Dr. James R. White for this illustration! From his book THE FORGOTTEN TRINITY pg. 30) 



 Many well meaning Christians have tried to 
come up with some examples or analogies to 
try to help themselves and others explain the 
Trinity over the centuries. 

 We have probably all heard or even used a few 
these examples ourselves. Some of the most 
common 3 in 1 examples are- 
 Water (liquid, ice, steam) 
 The Egg (shell, white, yolk) 
 The Human Analogy (mind, body, spirit) 

 In light of the information we have been 
looking at, can you see any problems with 
these analogies? 



 John 1:18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who 
is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. 

 John 14:6-9   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father, but through Me.  7 "If you had known Me, 
you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, 
and have seen Him."  8 Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and 
it is enough for us."  9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, 
and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has 
seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show us the Father '?  

 Colossians 1:15  15 And He is the image of the invisible God, 
 Colossians 1:19  19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fulness 

to dwell in Him,  
 Colossians 2:9  9 For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily 

form, 
 Hebrews 1:1-3  Hebrews 1:1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers 

in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  2 in these last days 
has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the world.  3 And He is the radiance of His 
glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things 
by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high;   



 The Creeds of the Church have been developed and refined over the 
centuries to accurately reflect the orthodox Christian position with respect to 
the fundamentals of the Faith. 

 The 3 Great Creeds originally emerged as a result of defending the historic 
points of faith against early Church heretics. 

 The heretics actually helped the Church to become very careful and precise 
in its declaration regarding the fundamentals of the Faith with specific 
emphasis upon the nature and person of the Triune God. 

 Scripture teaches that there is only one true God and that this God eternally 
and necessarily exists in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 These three persons are each fully God in and of themselves, not three parts 
or pieces of the one true God. 

 Nothing in all of creation can accurately represent God except for the very 
person of Jesus Christ Himself. All other comparisons, representations or 
analogies fall short of giving true and accurate information regarding God in 
His divine fulness. 

 It is necessary to know God in Christ to have a saving knowledge of Him. 
 God’s highest calling and privilege and deepest desire for Man is for Man to 

know Him. 



1. T or F: The Heretics actually helped the Church 
to formulate a more precise definition of the 
Trinity. 

2. T or F: God exists in Three Divine Persons within 
His nature. 

3. T or F: These Three Divine Persons all share the 
same nature, essence or substance. 

4. T or F: Modalism teaches that there is only one 
God who acts in two or three modes. 

5. T or F: There are many examples that represent 
the Triune Nature of God fully and completely 
accurately in the Creation. 



1. TRUE 

2. TRUE 

3. TRUE 

4. TRUE 

5. FALSE- Only Jesus Christ Himself represents 
God fully and completely 



We hope that you enjoyed this 
presentation and learned some new 

things. Please join us next week 
when we will continue our in depth 

study of the Trinity. We will be 
looking in detail at the person and 

work of God the Father. 
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