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Part 1



What is a Covenant?
 A covenant is typically understood as being an 

agreed upon set of conditions or terms which two or 
more parties enter into by mutual agreement and 
explains the details of the interactions, 
responsibilities and relationships of all parties 
involved.

 All people are in a bound covenantal agreement with 
God from the very beginning of their existence. 

 God is Sovereign and therefore Man did not 
negotiate the conditions of the covenant with God. 
God determined the conditions and imposed them 
upon Mankind as His Sovereign right allows. 



The Covenant of Works
 Genesis 2:16-17 describes the Covenant of Works that 

God established with Adam.
 The promise of the covenant was life eternal.
 The proviso or condition for obtaining the promise 

was obedience.
 The penalty of disobedience was death.
 That God bound Adam in a covenant relationship 

with Him is clearly stated in Hosea 6-
 Hosea 6:6-7 6 For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, 

And in the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.  
7 But like Adam they have transgressed the covenant; 
There they have dealt treacherously against Me. 



The Covenant of Mercy
 The Covenant of Mercy was something that the Scripture speaks of as being 

determined in eternity past and put into operation at the Fall of Mankind to bring 
salvation from sin and its penalty.

 It is generally sub-divided into the Covenant of Redemption, made between the 
Father and the Son, and the Covenant of Grace, made between God and His elect 
and the Holy Spirit is to apply the work of Christ to all who believe.

 In Luke 22:9 Jesus says “and I appoint unto you a kingdom, even as my Father 
appointed unto me,”. The Greek verb here is diati,qemai or diatithemi, (from which 
diatqeke diatheke or ‘covenant’ is derived) and means “to give by covenant or 
testament; to confer or assign by a will. Thus, Christ Himself speaks of the 
covenant between Him and His Father in His work of redemption.

 The Covenant of Grace is the outworking in time of the Covenant of Redemption. 
They are not two covenants but two aspects of the single Covenant of Mercy. In the 
Covenant of Grace, God promises eternal life to His elect, on the ground of 
Christ’s personal merits, through faith in Him.

 The Covenant of Mercy does not ignore, relax or abrogate the law of God which is 
the basis for the Covenant of Works. Rather it made provision to fulfill and 
completely satisfy the law with full regard to both its precept of obedience and its 
penalty of death. The Covenant of Works was perfectly fulfilled through the 
second Adam, Jesus Christ. Therefore, the Covenant of Mercy has always been 
based upon the Law of God and it was fulfilled vicariously through Christ for all 
who would believe in Him. The Old Testament Saints looked forward to God’s 
promised Messiah and the New Testament Believers look back to Christ.



Hebrews 11
 Hebrews 11:1-2 1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.  2 For by it the men of old gained approval. 
 Hebrews 11:6 6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 

who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 
those who seek Him. 

 Hebrews 11:13 13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, 
but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and 
having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 

 Hebrews 11:24-26 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;  25 choosing rather to endure ill-
treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of 
sin;  26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 

 Hebrews 11:39-40 39 And all these, having gained approval through their 
faith, did not receive what was promised,  40 because God had provided 
something better for us, so that apart from us they should not be made 
perfect. 



Covenant and Relationship
 All people are bound in a covenantal relationship to God by virtue of our being created in His 

image and God’s explicit establishment of the covenant. There are two possible responses of 
people to our covenant relationship, obedience resulting in blessings or rebellion resulting in 
cursing-

 Deuteronomy 30:6 - 31:1 6 "Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of 
your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you 
may live.  7 "And the LORD your God will inflict all these curses on your enemies and on those who hate 
you, who persecuted you.  8 "And you shall again obey the LORD, and observe all His commandments 
which I command you today.  9 "Then the LORD your God will prosper you abundantly in all the work of 
your hand, in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your cattle and in the produce of your 
ground, for the LORD will again rejoice over you for good, just as He rejoiced over your fathers;  10 if you 
obey the LORD your God to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this book of 
the law, if you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and soul.  11 "For this commandment which 
I command you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach.  12 "It is not in heaven, that you 
should say, 'Who will go up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?'  13 
"Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will cross the sea for us to get it for us and make us 
hear it, that we may observe it?'  14 "But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that 
you may observe it.  15 "See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity;  16 in 
that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His 
commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that you may live and multiply, and that the LORD 
your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to possess it.  17 "But if your heart turns away 
and you will not obey, but are drawn away and worship other gods and serve them,  18 I declare to you 
today that you shall surely perish. You shall not prolong your days in the land where you are crossing the 
Jordan to enter and possess it.  19 "I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set 
before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and 
your descendants,  20 by loving the LORD your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for 
this is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which the LORD swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them." 



The Old Covenant Signs and Seals

 Under the Old Covenant that God made with Abraham and 
ultimately with the entire nation of Israel, the first sign and 
seal God commanded was the sign of circumcision.

 Circumcision was a way of symbolizing the ‘cutting off ’ of the 
sinful nature of the flesh and physically and publicly 
demonstrating that the person was a Jew and had taken on 
the sign and seal of the God of Israel.

 The second sign and seal was the regular yearly partaking of 
the Passover meal. This meal celebrated the anniversary of 
the freedom from Egyptian slavery and demonstrated the 
power of God to deliver His people Israel from bondage to any 
master other than God Himself. The central figure in this 
ritual was the sacrifice and the marking of the door frame 
with the blood of the Paschal Lamb.



The New Covenant
 When Jesus Christ came and established the Church as the final form 

of God’s eternal plan to call out and redeem a select people for 
Himself, Jesus replaced the Old Covenant signs with new signs that 
both encompassed the purpose of what the old signs represented as 
well as expanding them to contain the fullness of the New Covenant 
that He would soon make with His own sacrifice based only upon His 
own Grace and forgiveness. 

 The Old Covenant signs and seals as well as the entire Old Testament 
Law are considered, fulfilled and represented in the New Covenant 
established by the atoning blood sacrifice of Christ.

 The Relationship between Man and God was changed by God 
revealing even more of Himself to us and drawing even closer to each 
one of us personally as He actually walked among us in the very 
person of Jesus Christ. As God had once walked with Adam long ago 
in the Garden, He has now walked among all of us in Jesus Christ. 
Christ then sent the Holy Spirit to dwell within all believers so that 
they would never be without the immediate presence of God. Again, 
God initiates the relationship with each of us based soley upon His 
tender mercies and grace.



New Covenant Signs and Seals
 Baptism replaced circumcision as the sign of cleansing and 

setting apart in the New Covenant and it also expanded to 
signify a spiritual rebirth. By instituting this Sacrament, God 
now allowed all people everywhere who believed to enter into 
an even more personal relationship with Him since he now 
offered salvation to everyone without regard to their gender 
or nationality as He previously preferred the Jews alone as His 
special covenant people and men as the only ones who could 
receive the outward sign of circumcision.

 Galatians 3:27-29 27 For all of you who were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28 There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.  29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's 
offspring, heirs according to promise. 



New Covenant Signs and Seals (cont.)
 The Passover meal of the Old Covenant that signified deliverance from 

slavery was replaced with the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper or 
Communion. Please recall that this ordinance was instituted by Christ 
Himself as He ate His last Passover meal with the Disciples. He told them 
to partake of the unleavened bread and the cup which would signify His 
body and blood which would soon be given for them.

 This Sacrament was expanded to not only signify and seal deliverance and 
salvation from slavery to Egypt, but is intended to encompass the genuine 
freedom and salvation from the slavery of sin and death for all who would 
accept Christ as Lord and partake of His body and blood. This ordinance 
is to be performed regularly and perpetually until the Lord returns.

 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also 
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed 
took bread;  24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, 
"This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me."  25 In 
the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the 
new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me."  26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. 



Our Covenant Relationship
 Paul always speaks to people with regard to our covenant 

relationship with God, both to Jews and to Gentiles-
 Romans 2:23-29 23 You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the 

Law, do you dishonor God?  24 For "the name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles because of you," just as it is written.  25 For indeed 
circumcision is of value, if you practice the Law; but if you are a 
transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.  
26 If therefore the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, 
will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?  27 And will not 
he who is physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge 
you who though having the letter of the Law and circumcision are a 
transgressor of the Law?  28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; 
neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  29 But he is a 
Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by 
the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. 

 God circumcises our hearts (Deuteronomy 30:6, v. 29 above) through the 
work of the Holy Spirit out of pure grace and love towards us.



The Fallen Race of Mankind
 1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in 

Adam all die, so also in 
Christ all shall be made 
alive.

All 

In Adam

All 

In Christ



God’s Covenant Responsibility
 God has promised to-
 Love us

 Protect us

 Provide for us

 Discipline us

 Save us and cleanse us from our sins

 Glorify us

 Always be with us

 In summary, He wants us to know him intimately and to 
be with Him forever!



Man’s Covenant Responsibility

 Man is responsible to-
 Love God with all his heart

 Serve God in everything he does

 Be faithful to God in word, deed and thought

 Keep all of God’s commandments

 To come to know God intimately

 To always walk with God

 In summary, to know and obey Him!



Part 2



What is Knowledge?
 Knowledge has historically been defined as justified, 

true belief.

 People can have true beliefs that have justification 
(i.e. proof) for the beliefs.

 People can have beliefs that are true, but have no 
demonstrable justification.

 People can have beliefs that are false, but a false 
belief can NEVER be justified due to the very nature 
of the belief being false. In other words, people can 
believe a lie, but they cannot KNOW a lie. This is 
impossible by definition.



God Wants Us to Know Him
Hosea 6:6 6 For I delight in loyalty rather than 

sacrifice, And in the knowledge of God rather than 
burnt offerings. 

 Jeremiah 9:23-24 23 Thus says the LORD, "Let not a 
wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the 
mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man 
boast of his riches;  24 but let him who boasts boast 
of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am 
the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and 
righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things," 
declares the LORD. 

 John 17:3 3 "And this is eternal life, that they may 
know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom Thou hast sent. 



Different Ways of ‘Knowing’ God
 The Scripture speaks of different ways that people 

‘know’ God. The primary way is a general and 
common knowledge that all people possess which is 
both built right into each heart and mind as well as 
being demonstrated externally in the very Creation 
itself. Another way of knowing God is the saving 
knowledge that is a special work of Grace towards 
God’s Elect resulting specifically in their Faith and 
Salvation. The Scripture also speaks regarding 
people who know God in their heart of hearts, but 
they actively rebel against Him and they ignore or 
deny their knowledge of God.



The Knowledge of Right & Wrong

 All people know right from wrong instinctively. The 
knowledge is built right into each one of us-

 Romans 2:11-16 11 For there is no partiality with God.  12 For all 
who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the 
Law; and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by 
the Law;  13 for not the hearers of the Law are just before God, 
but the doers of the Law will be justified.  14 For when Gentiles 
who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, 
these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves,  15 in that 
they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their 
conscience bearing witness, and their thoughts alternately 
accusing or else defending them,  16 on the day when, according 
to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ 
Jesus. 



The Common Knowledge of God
 All people know the living and true God-
 Romans 1:16 - 32 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "But the righteous man shall live by faith."  18 
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  19 because that which is known about God is 
evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world 
His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  21 For even though 
they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their 
speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,  
23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man 
and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.  24 Therefore God gave them over 
in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them.  25 
For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.  26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading 
passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural,  27 and in 
the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their 
desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own 
persons the due penalty of their error.  28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God 
any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,  29 
being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malice; they are gossips,  30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of 
evil, disobedient to parents,  31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;  
32 and, although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are 
worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice 
them. 



Suppressing the Truth in Unrighteousness

 In Romans 1, we see the dilemma of people who deny 
or ignore the knowledge of God described in great 
detail. 

 In Ephesians 4, we see a parallel passage that expands 
and adds some more insight to this same issue of the 
tragic results of the hardening of hearts and the denial 
of the knowledge of God.



Hard Hearts Result in Ignorance 

 Ephesians 4:17-19 17 This I say therefore, and 
affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no 
longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility 
of their mind,  18 being darkened in their 
understanding, excluded from the life of God, 
because of the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the hardness of their heart;  19 and they, having 
become callous, have given themselves over to 
sensuality, for the practice of every kind of 
impurity with greediness. 



Comparison of Romans 1 and Ephesians 4 
Sequence of events leading 

away from knowing God 
Romans 1:18-32 Ephesians 4:17-19 

Stage 1: Obstinate denial-

rejection of God’s truth and 

hardening of their hearts 

against God and His truth 

18, 21, 28 18

Stage 2: Ignorance and 

darkening of the intellect and 

comprehension 

21, 22, 28 17, 18a, 18b 

Stage 3: Alienation from the 

life of God- Death and 

Judgment

24, 26, 28 18

Stage 4: The Lord gives 

them over to themselves and 

leaves them to their own 

reckless, sinful desires 

awaiting their judgment

24, 26-32 19



The Dilemma of Self Deception
 Romans 1 tells us that professing unbelievers actually do know God-

the Living and True God, not just some vague notion of a god or 
some type of supreme being or power.

 They suppress this knowledge in their sinful unrighteousness.
 Their suppression and denial results in their hardness of heart 

which then results in the darkening of their mind and their 
professed ignorance of God. (Ephesians 4; Psalms 14:1a)

 This is a paradox described by Scripture that actually reveals to us 
that the ‘unbeliever’ actually DOES believe in God! Everyone knows 
God in their heart of hearts. There is no such thing as a genuine 
atheist according to God’s Word.

 People refuse to admit that they believe, however, and lie to 
themselves and their minds, their reasoning and their 
understanding become darkened, vain and futile.

 Very often this conscious and active denial results when someone’s 
own self image is at stake. We see self deception frequently in 
people and not just in regards to religious issues. It is one of the 
most common problems among human beings. 



Examples of God’s Witness to Himself

 Man knows God through the Creation (Romans 1:20)

 Man knows God internally (Romans 1:19-20; 2:14-15)

 Man knows God through His works of Judgment 
(Exodus 14:4,18)

 Man knows God through His common grace blessings 
(Acts 14:17) 



The Knowledge of God
 To know God is to have a Covenantal response to 

Him and His Word in any and all areas of life.
 The knowledge of God consists of two elements-
 An intellectual component
 An ethical component

 The way in which we know God and respond to Him 
and His Word always includes these two aspects.

 The proper response is belief in the factual and 
historical person and work of God in Christ and the 
correct heart-mind faith response to God’s Word. 
This kind of knowledge results in forgiveness and 
salvation and the correct relationship to God.



The Saving Knowledge of God
 To know God in a saving way is first and foremost a 

relationship of personal address. God is no longer the Judge 
who will pronounce sentence upon the guilty criminal, He 
has now become my loving Father.

 I take the covenant blessings and cursings upon my own 
mind, heart and lips- what God blesses, I bless; what God 
curses, I curse; what He says, I say and I believe these things 
with all of my heart.

 I am aware of being in the presence of God at all times since 
the Holy Spirit is with me always. This should cause us to 
walk in Holiness since we are always in the presence of the 
Holy and Righteous Living God.

 I am conscious of His intimate, redemptive work on my 
behalf in my heart. He bought me with a price, His very own 
Blood.



Summary
 The Scripture tells us that all people are in a covenant relationship to God that will 

never end.
 People have one of two possible responses to this covenantal relationship- faithful 

belief or rebellious unbelief.
 The Old Covenant signs and seals were replaced with the New Covenant signs and 

seals to fulfill and complete everything in Jesus Christ and His Church, which is His 
Bride. All people of faith from all times are included in the Church.

 The Scriptures teach us that all persons have a built in as well as many external 
witnesses to the knowledge of the living and true God. This is called general, 
common, or natural revelation. General revelation only conveys God’s wrath to 
unbelievers, it does not ever communicate God’s way of salvation in Christ.

 We are also told that people suppress this truth in their unrighteousness and end up 
with a corrupted mind and they deceive themselves.

 General revelation (also called natural or common) only communicates God’s wrath, 
not His saving love and purpose fulfilled in Christ. 

 As Christians, we need to be aware that people are not simply ignorant of God and 
the things of God. We need to know that people are in rebellion against God and that 
they need to be told this to help them realize that they are their own worst enemy. We 
need to treat people as both sinner and as God’s very image.

 Faith in God and His Word have ALWAYS been the way of salvation. Before Christ 
came, people believed in God’s promises to forgive them and save them through His 
promised Messiah to come. After Christ, faith is still that same and ONLY way of 
salvation to all who believe in God and His Word and look to Christ.



POP-QUIZ
1. T or F: All people are related to God in some way.

2. T or F: Some people do not know about God.

3. T or F: Unbelievers ONLY know God’s Wrath and 
impending judgment.

4. T or F: Some people truly do not believe that they 
believe in God.

5. T or F: People were saved by works in the Old 
Covenant before Christ came. Since then, people 
are now saved by faith under the terms of the New 
Covenant. 



POP-QUIZ ANSWER KEY

1. TRUE

2. FALSE

3. TRUE

4. TRUE

5. FALSE



THANK YOU!

We hope that you enjoyed this 
presentation and learned some new 

things. Please join us next week when 
we will begin our in depth study of the 
Trinity. We will begin by looking at the 

primary Historical Creeds and the 
nature of God Himself.
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