
IS MY BIBLE THE BIBLE?

The Manuscript Evidence

Part 4



Class Schedule & Description

• Session 1- The Inspiration, Authority and Inerrancy of the   
Bible

• Session 2- The History & Canon of Scripture

• Session 3- Ancient Bookmaking and the Science of Textual    
Criticism

• Session 4 - The Manuscript Evidence for the Bible

• Session 5- Textual Variants Examined

• Session 6- Evaluation of Modern English Bible Translations 



Introduction & Overview

• This series of classes is designed to be a general 
introduction & overview of the main issues 
concerning the reliability and the trustworthiness 
of the historical text of the Bible. 

• We will take a step-by-step approach towards the 
goal of discovering what the real facts are 
concerning the oldest written copies of the 
Scriptures and whether the modern translations are 
accurate representations of the original.

• We will ultimately attempt to provide an answer to 
the question: Is my Bible THE Bible?



Review of Previous Session

• The earliest forms of Biblical books were most likely scrolls for both 
the OT and NT.

• The earliest materials used for Biblical writings were papyrus and 
parchment.

• Both the OT and NT MSS have recognized text types.

• Textual Criticism attempts to determine the original text only from 
copies when the autograph is unknown.

• Rather than being a problem for us, the vast MSS resources as well as 
the textual variants we have in the MSS tradition are a wonderful 
testimony to the providence of God in preserving His Word for us 
down through the ages. 

• We have thousands of MSS either in part or complete to act as 
witnesses for both the Old Testament and the New Testament texts. 
The amount of evidence for other ancient works is embarrassing for 
them in comparison to the Bible.

• No other book in the history of the world is like the Bible. It is unique 
and has absolutely no peers.



Old Testament Manuscripts 



The Old Testament Manuscripts

• The Hebrew scribes known as the Masoretes, who copied the Old Testament 
from about 500 to 1000 A.D. were so concerned with copying God's word 
correctly that they developed an elaborate system of counting to ensure exact 
copying. Their work is some of our most important witnesses to the OT text.

• If even one small error was found in a copy, it was either burned, sealed in a 
jar and buried, out of respect for God’s word, or marked as flawed and 
limited to use only for reading in the schools and NOT for use as a valid 
copy of Scripture. 

• The letters, words and phrases themselves were each counted and if there 
was not a perfect match the whole manuscript was discarded or destroyed.

• They would count to the middle letter in a copy and if it was not exactly the 
same in both the exemplar and the copy, the copy would be deemed unfit for 
use.

• When the Dead Sea Scrolls were dug up between 1947-1961 (some 40,000 
fragments from 600-1000 scrolls), we found manuscripts that dated over one 
thousand years older than the oldest copies we then had access to: 250 B.C. -
70 A.D. Almost all of the Old Testament was found within these scrolls. (A 
fragment found amongst the Dead Sea Scrolls may be part of Mark dated 
about 55 A.D.)

• One text, the Isaiah scroll, matched word for word to within 95% of 
manuscripts dated over a thousand years later! 



The Cairo Codex (Codex Cairensis)

• The Cairo Codex or Codex Cairensis 
designated by the letter (C), is one of the 
oldest Hebrew Masoretic manuscripts in 
existence. The date of writing is about 895 
A.D. This manuscript contains only the 
Former and the Latter Prophets and is one 
of the best preserved copies probably due to 
the fact that it was revered and protected by 
the Karaite Synagogue of Cairo, Egypt.



The Cairo Codex (Codex Cairensis)



The Leningrad Codex 

( Codex Leningradensis)

• The oldest known complete manuscript that 
contains all 39 books of the Old Testament 
is the Leningrad Codex which was written 
about 1008 A.D. This manuscript was the 
main source for the most recent OT critical 
texts: Biblia Hebraica 1929-1937 & Biblia 
Hebraica Stuttgartensia 1967-1977. It was 
chosen for use because older manuscripts 
were unavailable at the time.



Codex Leningradensis



The Aleppo Codex

• The Aleppo Codex is an especially valuable witness to the early Masoretic 
textual tradition associated with Rabbi Aaron Ben Asher, a famous 
grammarian and scribe of the tenth century. It was written around A.D. 920 in 
Palestine, probably in the vicinity of Tiberias, where Jewish scholars 
developed the system of vowel pointing which was to become the standard 
Masoretic system of vocalization. It is believed that Aaron Ben Asher himself 
penned the vowel points and the marginal Masorah (a system of comments 
cross-referencing the spelling and the occurrence of particular words) in this 
manuscript. It received the name of "Aleppo Codex" because for about five 
centuries it was kept in the synagogue in Aleppo, northern Syria. Prior to this 
it had been in Cairo (Egypt) for a time, where it was apparently used as a 
model by the famous medieval Jewish scholar Maimonides. The codex was 
used as a model for the correct pointing, paragraphing and formatting of the 
text, as Maimonides states:

• "In these matters we relied upon the codex, now in Egypt, which contains the 
twenty-four books of Scripture and which had been in Jerusalem for several years. 
It was used as the standard text in the correction of books. Everyone relied on it, 
because it had been corrected by Ben Asher himself who worked on its details 
closely for many years and corrected it many times whenever it was being copied." 
(Emanuel Tov, Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible [Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 
2001], p. 46).



The Aleppo Codex (cont.)

• Up until the middle of the twentieth century the codex remained 
in good condition. It was the oldest known copy of the complete 
Hebrew Bible, and was generally acknowledged to be the most 
important Hebrew manuscript in existence. But at that time the 
manuscript was not in a safe place. The rise of modern Arab 
nationalism in the early part of the century led to civil unrest, 
and the Jewish synagogues of Syria were in some danger of 
violence. Unfortunately the Rabbis of Aleppo ignored pleas 
from scholars to move the manuscript to a place more secure 
than their synagogue. Worse yet, they refused to allow anyone 
to photograph the codex and they became uncooperative with 
biblical scholars who wished to examine it. It appears that their 
motives in this were superstitious: they had come to believe that 
their exclusive possession of the manuscript would cause God to 
protect the Jewish community in Aleppo from all harm.



The Aleppo Codex (cont.)

• In 1948 the synagogue in which the Aleppo Codex was kept was attacked and 
set on fire by rioters. The codex disappeared, and the Rabbis allowed the world 
to think that it had been destroyed in the fire. For ten years they tried to 
conceal the fact that the manuscript had been rescued from the fire, and that it 
remained in their possession. Their secret was made known to the Israeli 
government by informants who had witnessed the rescue of the manuscript, 
and a concerted campaign of pressure and persuasion was directed at them by 
the Israeli government, scholarly institutions, and Jewish organizations. An 
official letter issued in 1953 by the Sepharadic Chief Rabbi Ouziel 
admonished them to deliver the manuscript into the hands of Israeli officials. 
Finally they did give up the manuscript, or rather two-thirds of it. There has 
been no satisfactory account of what happened to the missing third, which 
includes most of the Pentateuch and some other portions. It has been reported 
that the missing sections were burnt, but this is doubtful, because none of the 
surviving sections show signs of fire damage. One missing leaf was turned 
over to the Jewish National Library in Jerusalem in December 1982 by a 
family of Jews who had moved from Aleppo to Brooklyn in the U.S.A. 



Codex Aleppo



The Dead Sea Scrolls: Qumran MSS

• The Dead Sea Scrolls contain some 40,000 fragments and rolls 
from what is estimated to be between 600-1000 scrolls 
originally and were most likely written by the Essenes during 
the period from about 200 B.C. to 68 A.D. The Essenes are 
mentioned by Josephus and in a few other sources, but not in the 
New Testament. The Essenes were a strict Torah observant, 
Messianic, apocalyptic, baptist, wilderness, new covenant 
Jewish sect. They were led by a priest they called the "Teacher 
of Righteousness" who was opposed, and some speculate, 
possibly killed by the establishment priesthood in Jerusalem. 

• The Great Isaiah Scroll, found relatively intact, is 1000 years 
older than any previously known copy of Isaiah. In fact, the 
scrolls are the oldest group of Old Testament manuscripts ever 
found. 

• The Dead Sea Scrolls contain either fragments or complete 
books of every book in the entire Old Testament except for the 
book of Esther.



The Great Isaiah Scroll



The Murabba’at Manuscripts

• In the autumn of 1951, several small 
fragments from the books of Genesis, 
Exodus, Numbers, Deuteronomy and Isaiah 
were found in caves about 11 miles south of 
Cave 1 at Qumran. Also found in these 
caves was the oldest papyrus document ever 
found in Israel dating back to around 700 
B.C. The most complete text found in the 
caves was a scroll containing 10 of the 12 
Minor Prophets.



The Masada Manuscripts

• King Herod constructed a 3 level palace on the plateau of 
Masada between 36-30 B.C. Later during the first Jewish revolt 
between 66-73 A.D., a group of zealots captured Masada and 
held it until 73 A.D.- 3 years after Jerusalem was destroyed by 
the Romans.

• In April of 73, Flavius Silva led the 10th Legion against Masada. 
He used Jewish prisoners to build a ramp up the side of Masada 
since he knew that the zealots would not kill their own Jewish 
relatives. The Roman army breached the fortifications only to 
find that the zealots had committed suicide rather than to suffer 
defeat at the hands of the Romans.

• The excavations on Masada from 1963-1965 uncovered the 
remains of 14 scrolls that contained Biblical, sectarian and 
apocryphal works. The Biblical writings included texts from 
Genesis, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Psalms and Ezekiel.



The Septuagint

• Other sources besides Hebrew attest to the 

integrity of the Old Testament text such as the 

Septuagint (LXX): A Greek version of the Old 

Testament first originating around 250 B.C. It is 

often referred to as the LXX, the Roman numeral 

for 70 since it is believed that was originally 

translated by 70 or possibly 72 scholars. The 

Septuagint was the standard OT Scripture used by 

Greek speaking Jews from about 150 B.C.



Other Versions and Witnesses

• The Samaritan Pentateuch- Only contained the 
first five books of Moses

• The Syraic Peshitta (Syrian Aramaic)

• Aramaic Targums (Aramaic translations 
frequently containing textual interpretations or 
explanations like modern day commentaries)

• The Latin Vulgate

• Other Greek translations like Aquila, Theodotion 
and Symmachus- 2nd to 3rd century A.D.

• Quotations from Philo -15 B.C. to 50 A.D.



New Testament Manuscripts 



The New Testament Manuscripts

• We currently have about 6,000 Greek New Testament 

manuscripts, either complete or fragments.

• The 4 main types or categories of Greek manuscripts are 

as follows:

• Papyri (Uncials or upper case letter type of script with no spaces 

between words- 2nd to 6th century A.D.)

• Uncials (Same type of writing only on parchment- 4th to 12th

century)

• Minuscules (lower case or cursive script on parchment- 9th to 14th

century)

• Lectionaries (Church liturgical writings containing Scripture 

verses and references and calendar readings- 6th century on)



Constantin Von Tischendorf
• Constantin von Tischendorf was a 19th century German scholar whose 

aim was to obtain ancient manuscripts by all honest means. For several 
years he had been traveling to many European cities where he studied 
primary Biblical manuscript sources. 

• In 1843 Tischendorf published a palimpsest (a manuscript on which an 
earlier text has been effaced and the vellum or parchment reused for 
another) of Codex Ephraemi and was given a chance to study Codex 
Alexandrinus. He was also striving for permission of the Vatican to 
study Codex Vaticanus. Later that year he set out on his journey to 
Egypt. When he arrived at the Monastery of Saint Catherine on Mount 
Sinai in 1844, there were only 18 monks in residence. They did not 
have much desire to communicate with a gentile, but the latter was not 
giving up and found 129 parchments in a basket that the monks had 
been using to start fires in one of their fireplaces. 43 of the parchment 
sheets were pages of the Greek translation of the Old Testament 
Septuagint ("LXX"). 

• The monks became rather suspicious of him when they observed his 
enthusiasm and excitement over the parchments. He was not allowed 
to return to the monastery for many years after that.



Constantin Von Tischendorf (cont.)

• In 1853 on his second visit to the Monastery of St. Catherine he asked the 
monks to sell him the remaining parts of the Codex. When they refused 
Constantin decided to ask for help of the Russian government, which was then 
patronizing the monastery. Returning to the monastery in 1859, the monks 
welcomed Tischendorf and he gave the Superior a copy of the Septuagint that 
he had published recently and in return the Superior showed him an ancient 
manuscript which had been kept in his cell. Tischendorf was overjoyed! He 
casually asked if he could look over it and was given permission. He spent all 
night looking over the codex and wrote: “It really seemed a sacrilege to sleep!” 
Moreover, the manuscript turned out to be older than all other then known 
codices except for Vaticanus. The discovery contained the majority of the Old 
Testament books and also the entire New Testament. 

• At first the Codex was given to Tischendorf for temporary possession, but 
afterwards the monks donated the manuscript to Russia. For celebrations of 
the 1000th anniversary of Russia, Constantin Tischendorf published Codex 
Sinaiticus and brought the book to St. Petersburg. It was published in Leipzig 
under the title "Codex Bibliorum Sinaiticus Petropolitanus auspiciis 
Imperatoris Alexandri II Susceptæ" (which can be vaguely translated as Codex 
Sinaiticus, saved from the dark under the patronage of His Imperial Majesty 
Alexander II). Tischendorf was congratulated on his success by European 
monarchs and the Pope himself. He was granted hereditary nobility in Russia. 



Constantin Von Tischendorf (cont.)

• The most important contribution of Tischendorf is the 
comparison he made of four manuscripts: Codex Sinaiticus, 
Codex Alexandrinus, Codex Peresianus and Codex Vaticanus. 
In making this comparison, Tischendorf proved that the New 
Testament of the modern Bible reached present time in its true 
form. However, the Ecumenical Council at Nicea had already 
approved the Canonical Gospels by that time. That is why it did 
not lead to any disturbances for the apologists of Christianity. 

• Later on Codex Sinaiticus was presented to the Russian Czar. In 
1933 it was sold to England and exhibited in the British 
Museum in London. Four fragments of the manuscript are 
known in the world. The largest one - 347 out 400 pages - is 
now kept in the British Library, the rest are split amongst the 
library of the University of Leipzig (Germany), the National 
Library of Russia in St. Petersburg and in the Monastery of St. 
Catherine.



Codex Sinaiticus

• Codex Sinaiticus is the oldest known complete copy of the 
Greek New Testament in Uncial script and once contained 
the entire Bible. It is of such importance that the first letter 

of the Hebrew alphabet, Aleph (a), is used as its symbol.

• The marks of many correctors are found in the text. It is 
written on 147 ½ leaves of very thin vellum in four narrow 
columns of 48 lines each. The pages measure 15 X 13 ½ 
in. and the leaves are arranged in quires of four sheets. The 
open sheet, exposing eight columns across the two pages, 
resembles greatly an open papyrus roll. 

• This codex is considered as one of the best witnesses to the 
original text of the New Testament.



Codex Sinaiticus



Codex Alexandrinus

• Codex Alexandrinus (A), so named since it was supposed 
to have come from Alexandria being the gift of Cyril Lucar 
who was at one time Patriarch of that Province though later 
of Constantinople, to Charles I through the English 
ambassador at the Turkish court in 1627. In 1757 it was 
presented to the Royal Library and it is now in the British 
Museum. It doubtless belongs to the 5th century and 
originally contained the entire New Testament (lacking 
now only portions of Matthew, John, and 1 Corinthians) as 
well as the two Epistles of Clement of Rome and the 
Psalms of Solomon. It is written on thin vellum in two 
columns of 41 lines to the page, which measure 12 5/8 X 
10 3/8 in. 



Codex Alexandrinus



Codex Vaticanus

• Codex Vaticanus (B) has been the chief treasure of 
the Vatican Library since about 1481 and is 
universally esteemed to be the oldest and best 
manuscript of the Greek New Testament. Copied 
in the 4th century and written on very fine vellum, 
the leaves are nearly square in shape, 10 X 10 ½ 
in. with three narrow columns of 40-44 lines per 
column and five sheets making the quire. A part of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, the Pastorals, 
Philemon and Revelation are lacking. 



Codex Vaticanus



Codex Ephraemi Syri Rescriptus

• Codex Ephraemi Syri Rescriptus (C). This is the 
great palimpsest manuscript of the uncial group 
and originally contained the whole New 
Testament. Now however a part (approximately 
half) of every book is lacking and 2 Thessalonians 
and 2 John are entirely gone. It was written in the 
5th century on good vellum 9 X 12 ½ in. 41 lines 
per page in a single column in the original text, 
though the superimposed writings of Ephraem are 
in two columns. 



Codex Ephraemi Syri Rescriptus

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Codex_ephremi.jpg


Codex Bezae or Cantabrigiensis 

• Codex Bezae or Cantabrigiensis (D). This is the early 
manuscript which Theodore Beza obtained in 1562 from 
the monastery of Irenaeus at Lyons and which he gave in 
1581 to the University of Cambridge, where it still resides. 
It is a Greek-Latin text, the Greek holding the chief place 
on the left-hand page, measuring 8 X 10 in. and dates 
probably from the end of the 5th century. Both Greek and 
Latin are written in large uncials and divided into short 
clauses corresponding line for line. The hands of no less 
than nine correctors have been traced in this codex and the 
critical questions arising from the character of the readings 
are among the most interesting in the whole range of 
Biblical criticism and are still unsettled. It contains only 
the Gospels and Acts with a fragment of 3 John. 



Codex Bezae (Cantabrigiensis)



The Chester Beatty Papyri

• P45- Contains portions of all 4 Gospels and Acts

• P46- Contains portions of 10 of the Pauline 
epistles

• P47- Contains Revelation 9:10-17:2

• P52- The John Rylands papyrus is the oldest 
confirmed fragment of the NT in existence 
containing John 18:31-33 on the front and John 
18:37-38 on the back and measuring only 2 ½ x 3 
½ inches. Dates from about 115 A.D.



John Rylands Fragment- Papyrus 52



The Martin Bodmer Papyri

• P66- Contains John 1:1-6:11, 6:35b-14:15 from 
about 200 A.D.

• P72- Contains many small works including the 
epistles of Jude, 1 & 2 Peter and Psalms 33 & 34 
from about the 3rd century.

• P74- Contains portions of Acts, James, 1&2 Peter, 
1,2, & 3 John and Jude from the 7th century.

• P75- Contains the Gospels of Luke & John and 
dates from 175-225 A.D. thus being the earliest 
confirmed complete copy of Luke. 



Papyrus 66



Papyrus 75



POP-QUIZ

1. T or F: Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus are 2 of 
the most important witnesses to the text of the New 
Testament?

2. T or F: Codex Sinaiticus contains the entire New 
Testament?

3. T or F: The Aleppo Codex contains the entire Old 
Testament?

4. T or F: The Qumran manuscripts contain the entire Old 
Testament?

5. T or F: There are other ancient books that have more 
manuscript evidence than the Bible? 



POP-QUIZ ANSWER KEY

1. TRUE

2. TRUE

3. FALSE

4. FALSE: The Qumran manuscripts contain 

the entire Old Testament except for Esther

5. FALSE: No other ancient books have 

more manuscript evidence than the Bible



Summary

• We have a number of extant Hebrew scrolls and Codices that 
witness to the text of the Old Testament.

• There are other language documents that witness to the OT text 
like Greek, Aramaic and Latin.

• We currently have about 6,000 extant Greek New Testament 
manuscripts, either complete or fragments.

• The 4 main types of Greek manuscripts are Papyrus, Parchment 
Uncials, Minuscules and Lectionaries.

• The oldest OT manuscript dates to about 100 A.D.

• The oldest NT manuscript dates to about 115 A.D. or possibly 
another witness may date as early as 55 A.D. if the fragment turns 
out to belong to the Gospel of Mark as is currently proposed.

• The Bible, both Old and New Testaments combined have more 
textual witnesses than any other ancient book in all of history.



THANK YOU!

• We hope this presentation has been 

helpful and informative for you and we 

hope to see you next time as we 

continue to learn more about the 

subject of Textual Criticism and we 

will be examining Textual Variants

within the manuscript tradition



Class Schedule & Description

• Session 1- The Inspiration, Authority and Inerrancy of the   
Bible

• Session 2- The History & Canon of Scripture

• Session 3- Ancient Bookmaking and the Science of Textual    
Criticism

• Session 4 - The Manuscript Evidence for the Bible

• Session 5- Textual Variants Examined

• Session 6- Evaluation of Modern English Bible Translations 


