
Standing in the Truth 

 1 

 In the world today, we are continually being reminded that we need to be tolerant 

of people and ideas that are different from ourselves. We are reminded that the world is 

like a garden with many beautiful varieties of flowers in it. This sounds fine on the 

surface. However, when we are faced with a situation where our own personal beliefs and 

values come into conflict with that of the world, then we are accused of being close-

minded, prejudiced, self-righteous and worst of all „intolerant‟. The world seems to have 

bought into the philosophy presented in that old song by the Beatles where we are told 

that “All you need is love…love is all you need.”  

 

As Christians, we need to determine if this is true. Is love really ALL that we need…? Is 

love alone the only answer?  Today we will look at what the Bible has to say regarding 

these issues and let the Scriptures give us the answer. 

 

------------------------------------------Prayer------------------------------------- 

 

Poem 

 

1 Cor 13:4-6 

4 Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 

does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into 

account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the 

truth;  

We see in this verse that love rejoices with the truth, not without it. 

 

1 John 2:3-6 

And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 

The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, 

is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of 

God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him:  

 

We see here that the only way for the true love of God to be perfected in anyone is that 

the truth MUST be present within them. 

 

It seems that Scripture reveals a necessary relationship between truth and love that 

excludes the possibility that one can have love without the presence of truth. Can real 

love exist where there is no truth? Please notice that truth CAN stand alone, but love 

cannot: 

 

1 John 3:18 

18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 

 

James 2:14-18 

14 What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that 

faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 

and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not 

give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no 
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works, is dead, being by itself. 18 But someone may well say, "You have faith, and I 

have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my 

works." 

 

James ultimately goes on to in this passage to say that faith without works is useless. We 

therefore conclude that true and real love can not be separated from the truth and sound 

doctrine. 

 

What about the truth then? What about unity? 

 

John 8:31-32 

31 Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My 

word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free." 

 

Rom 13:8-10 

8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has 

fulfilled the law. 9 For this, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You 

shall not steal, You shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, it is summed 

up in this saying, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 

 

1 John 5:8-12 

 9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for the witness of God 

is this, that He has borne witness concerning His Son. 10 The one who believes in the 

Son of God has the witness in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him 

a liar, because he has not believed in the witness that God has borne concerning His Son. 

11 And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 

12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have 

the life. 

 

We see that the Scriptures tell us that those who do not believe do not have eternal life. 

This is not self-righteousness or prejudice; this is the word of God. If unbelievers do not 

like this, they need to take issue with God, not us. We are merely „speaking the truth in 

love.‟ As Christians we are constantly being told that we are narrow minded and 

opinionated and we think we are the only ones that are right. In one sense, they are right. 

Is God tolerant…? Is God narrow minded…? Does God think He is the only one who is 

right…? We get our opinions from God. We think there is such a thing as right and 

wrong.  

 

1 Cor 2:4-5 

4 And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not rest on the wisdom 

of men, but on the power of God.  
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Eph 4:17-24 

17 This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as 

the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in their 

understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, 

because of the hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have given 

themselves over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 

20 But you did not learn Christ in this way, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have 

been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that, in reference to your former manner 

of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of 

deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self, 

which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 

 

We must be firm and steadfast in our convictions as believers and we must NOT make 

compromises with the world. This is why we are „picked on‟ and ridiculed. But we all 

answer to the Lord, not to society. God will give us everything we need and be our helper 

as long as we remain faithful to Him and His word. We trust in the promises and the truth 

of God‟s word above all else. 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 

1 Cor 11:23-26 

23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in 

the night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it, and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me."  

 

25 In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new 

covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 26 For as 

often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He 

comes. 

 

BENEDICTION 

1 John 3:21-24 

21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and 

whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the 

things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 And this is His commandment, that we believe in 

the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 24 

And the one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And we know 

by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

NAS 


