
Step by Step Salvation: God’s Gracious Gifts to Man 

9/30/2007 1 

INTRO 

Have you ever received a gift? How about a gift within a gift? What about a gift within a 

gift within a gift? Today we are going to take a comprehensive look at what the Bible 

teaches about the greatest gift set ever given – Salvation. 

 

--------------------prayer-------------------- 

EXPOSITION 

Salvation- The most common Greek word translated as ‘salvation’ is the word swthri,a, aj, h` 
<Soteria> which means salvation in the sense of deliverance or of preservation. In systematic 
theology, however, "salvation" denotes the whole process by which man is delivered from all that 
would prevent his attaining to the highest good that God has prepared for him. Or, by a 
transferred sense, "salvation" denotes the actual enjoyment of that good. As we are going to see 
today, the concept of salvation is very deep and meaningful and it encompasses more than a 
dozen very significant elements of Christian Theology. Let’s begin by looking at a few key 
passages from the NT that present salvation. 
 
Acts 4:12  

12
 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that 

has been given among men, by which we must be saved." 
 
Romans 1:16  

16
 ¶ For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
 
Romans 10:8-10   

8
 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart 

"-- that is, the word of faith which we are preaching,  
9
 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus 

as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved;  
10

 for 
with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, 
resulting in salvation. 
 

We can begin to see that salvation is actually more of a summary word that encompasses 

and includes many critical aspects for the Christian. We are going to begin to compile a 

list of these primary elements as we attempt to trace a step-by-step path which will lead 

us to salvation. 

  

Election  Regeneration  Conviction  Repentance  Conversion   

Faith  Justification  Redemption  Propitiation  Reconciliation   

Adoption  Sanctification  Glorification! 

 

1. Election - evklektoi/j specifically used of that act of God's free will by which 

before the foundation of the world he decreed his blessings to certain persons 

 

Ephesians 1:3-4  
3
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  
4
 even as he 

chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 

before him. 

 

Romans 11:5-8   
5
So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace.  

6
 But if 

it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be 

grace.  
7
 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but 

the rest were hardened,  
8
 as it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that 

would not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day." 
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1 Peter 1:1-5  
1
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the 

dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  
2
 according to the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to 

Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.  
3
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 

he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead,  
4
 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you,  
5
 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 

ready to be revealed in the last time. 

 

2. Regeneration - paliggenesi,aj, as spiritual and moral renewal of an individual 

new birth, regeneration 

 

Ezekiel 11:19-20  
19

 And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within 

them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh,  
20

 

that they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them. And they shall be 

my people, and I will be their God. 

 

Titus 3:3-8  
3
For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to 

various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and 

hating one another.  
4
 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 

appeared,  
5
 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 

according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 

Spirit,  
6
 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  

7
 so that 

being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
8
 

The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have 

believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are 

excellent and profitable for people. 

 

a. Conviction 

i. Repentance - meta,noia, aj of repentance, change of heart & mind, 

turning from one's sins, change of way   

 

2 Corinthians 7:10  
10

 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation 

without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 

 

2 Timothy 2:23-26  
23

 Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know 

that they breed quarrels.  
24

 And the Lord's servant
1 

must not be quarrelsome but kind to 

everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil,  
25

 correcting his opponents with 

gentleness. That God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of 

the truth,  
26

 and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured 

by him to do his will. 

 

b. Conversion 

i. Faith - pi,stij, ewj faith, trust, hope, belief; true Christian faith 
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Ephesians 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God,  
9
 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 

3. Justification - dikaiosu,nh, hj (God's) putting (man) in a right relationship (with 

Himself) through the legal or forensic decree of righteous status based upon the 

perfect obedience and righteousness of Jesus Christ, crediting the full and perfect 

righteousness of Christ to everyone who believes 

 

Romans 4:2-8   
2
 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 

about; but not before God.  
3
 For what does the Scripture say? "And Abraham believed 

God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness."  
4
 Now to the one who works, his 

wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is due.  
5
 But to the one who does not work, 

but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,  
6
 

just as David also speaks of the blessing upon the man to whom God reckons 

righteousness apart from works:  
7
 "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been 

forgiven, And whose sins have been covered.  
8
 "Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord 

will not take into account." 

 

i. Redemption - avpolu,trwsij, ewj, h̀ (1) literally, as an action a 

buying back of a slave or captive through payment of a ransom; 

hence setting free, release 

 

Romans 3:21-24  But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the 

law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it -  
22

 the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:  
23

 for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
24

 and are justified by his grace as a gift, 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,   

 

ii. Propitiation - i`lasth,rion, ou n means by which sins are forgiven 

(Ro 3.25); place where sins are forgiven, wrath removing 

sacrifice (Mercy Seat) 

 
25

 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was 

to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 

former sins.  
26

 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be 

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 

iii. Reconciliation - kathlla,ghn; as restoring relationship between 

individuals or between God and man reconcile, change from 

enmity to friendship 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17-20  
17

 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
1 

The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has come.  
18

 All this is from God, who through Christ 

reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;  
19

 that is, in Christ 

God was reconciling
1 

the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
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entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  
20

 Therefore, we are ambassadors for 

Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God. 

 

iv. Adoption - uìoqesi,a, aj, h` adoption; used in the NT as a legal 

technical term but in a metaphorical sense; (1) of God's acceptance 

of the nation of Israel as his chosen people (RO 9.4); (2) of the 

sonship status bestowed on those who believe in Christ (GA 4.5); 

(3) of the status given in the resurrected state (RO 8.23) 

 

Romans 8:15-23  
15

 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 

you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!"  
16

 

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  
17

 and if 

children, then heirs - heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 

him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  
18

 For I consider that the sufferings 

of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  
19

 

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.  
20

 For the 

creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 

hope  
21

 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the 

freedom of the glory of the children of God.  
22

 For we know that the whole creation has 

been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  
23

 And not only the creation, 

but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 

for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

 

4. Sanctification - àgiasmo,j, ou/ m consecration, dedication, sanctification, 

cleansing or preparing, holiness 

 

Romans 6:17-23  
17

 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have 

become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were 

committed,  
18

 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.  
19

 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once 

presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more 

lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to 

sanctification.  
20

 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  
21

 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now 

ashamed? The end of those things is death.  
22

 But now that you have been set free from 

sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, 

eternal life.  
23

 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

5. Glorification - evdoxa,sqhn; (1) as giving or sharing a high status, glorify or make 

great (RO 8.30); (2) as enhancing the reputation of God or man praise, honor, 

magnify (MK 2.12); (3) as putting into a position of power and great honor, 

especially in the future life, glorify (JN 7.39) 
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Romans 8:28-30  
28

 And we know that for those who love God all things work together 

for good,
1 

for those who are called according to his purpose.  
29

 For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 

might be the firstborn among many brothers.  
30

 And those whom he predestined he also 

called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 

glorified. (The golden chain of salvation!) 

 

SUMMARY  

 

Election  Regeneration  Conviction  Repentance  Conversion   

Faith  Justification  Redemption  Propitiation  Reconciliation   

Adoption  Sanctification  Glorification! 

 

Salvation and everything that goes along with it is a perfectly matched gift set sent 

directly from God Himself. It was purchased by Christ and delivered by the Holy Spirit. 

The most amazing thing about the gift of Salvation is that one Love fits all. 

 

APPLICATION 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 - 6:2   
17

 Therefore if any man is 
a
in Christ, 

1
he is 

b
a new creature; 

c
the 

old things passed away; behold, new things have come.  
18

 Now 
a
all these things are from 

God, 
b
who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the 

c
ministry of 

reconciliation,  
19

 namely, that 
a
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 

b
not 

counting their trespasses against them, and 
1
He has 

2
committed to us the word of 

reconciliation.  
20

 Therefore, we are 
a
ambassadors for Christ, 

b
as though God were 

entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be 
c
reconciled to God.  

21
 He made 

Him who 
a
knew no sin to be 

b
sin on our behalf, that we might become the 

c
righteousness 

of God in Him. 
6:1

And 
a
working together with Him, 

b
we also urge you not to receive 

c
the 

grace of God in vain--  
2
 for He says, 

a
"At the acceptable time I listened to you, And on 

the day of salvation I helped you"; behold, now is "the acceptable time," behold, now is 

"the day of salvation "— 

 

 

Invitation to All for the Free Gift of Salvation: 

 

Romans 10:9-10  
9
 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
10

 For 

with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 

saved. 


