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Many if not all of us have probably heard this saying: “Christians are in the world but not 

of the world.” As a Christian, have you ever really thought about what this means? What 

does the Bible have to say about this particular issue? What direction does the Bible give 

believers living in the world? In John 15:19 the Lord Jesus states: "If you were of the 

world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 

you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” 

 

And when the Lord was offering His High-Priestly prayer in John 17:14-16 He said: 

 14 "I have given them Thy word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of 

the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 "I do not ask Thee to take them out of the 

world, but to keep them from the evil one. 16 "They are not of the world, even as I am 

not of the world.  

 

We see that these verses teach us that we can expect to have the „world‟ hate us if we are 

true followers of Christ. We also see that the Lord Jesus Himself did NOT want us to be 

removed from a world that hates us, but He asks the Father to protect us while we remain 

in the midst of a hostile environment. And in James 4:4, we are told: 

4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward 

God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 

God. 

 

So can the Christian live in the world and be successful and happy and still be a faithful 

follower of Christ? What does it mean to be in the world but not of the world? How are 

we to live and what are we as Christians to do? We will examine a few key passages and 

let Scripture provide the answers for us. 

 

-------------------- prayer -------------------- 

 

Our primary focus will be on asking and answering 2 questions: 

1.) Is the world itself evil? 

2.) How should the Christian live life in the world? 

 

#1 
Many religions believe that the physical world is the primary problem with Mankind. 

They teach that matter is evil of itself and that by contrast the spiritual is good. There is a 

stress on pursuing „true spirituality‟ by trying to leave the material world behind. The 

Heaven‟s Gate cult had this exact mentality. Let‟s see what the Bible says regarding this 

issue. 

 

The first passage we will consider is Gen 1:31 

31 And God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  

 

We see that God examined all that He had made and He pronounced it very good. The 

world was created good and God intended Man to inhabit the world. This universe is our 

natural habitat. God originally designed a universe to correspond with our physical 
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bodies and perfectly suited to us. There is absolutely no indication in scripture that matter 

is evil.  

 

Another powerful verse to demonstrate that matter is not evil is John 1:14: And the Word 

became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only 

begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. Being flesh and blood is not evil. Jesus 

was not evil, but he was certainly flesh and blood. The word Incarnation literally means 

Enfleshing. With this kept in mind, let‟s look at one more verse: 

Rom 8:20-22 

20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who 

subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to 

corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the 

whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 

 

So we see that the answer to our first question is a qualified yes and no. Yes the world is 

wicked in the sense that Mankind is a fallen race and we live in a fallen world, and no 

matter is not evil just because it is physical in nature. 

 

#2 

How should the Christian live life in this world? What does it really mean to be in the 

world but not of the world? What does it mean to be a real Christian? What do real 

Christians do? 

 

Many critics have accused Christianity of being an Escapist religion. We are mocked by 

many who say things like “You are so heavenly minded that you are no earthly good!” 

Even well meaning and sincere Christians have adopted an attitude of “This world is not 

my home, I‟m just passing through.” We can look at the monasteries and Monks who 

withdraw from society to pursue an ascetic lifestyle as a prime example of this attitude. 

Others claim: “My home is in Heaven, this world belongs to the Devil.” Or worst of all 

“Christianity seems fine in theory, but when it comes down to practical everyday life in 

the REAL world, it is unrealistic and it doesn‟t cut it, but it‟s nice to hope for the best and 

I sure wish it would turn out that way.”  

 

It is certain that being a Christian is very difficult on the one hand, but is also the easiest 

thing in the world at the very same time! Let‟s look at a few key issues that are very 

relevant to every Christian‟s life. 

 

The first issue is this: How should I behave if I am a Christian? 

 

1 Cor 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 

God. 

 

This single verse is very important to each one of us. This verse is very clear in teaching 

us that Christianity is a 24/7 occupation, we do not just „play church‟ on Sunday. We are 

all called to do EVERYTHING to the glory of God. This means everything. Period. For 

the believer, there is no distinction to be made as to what is sacred and what is secular. 
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Everything is sacred to us. Every area of our lives are set apart and dedicated to God. 

Why? Because Jesus Christ is Lord over ALL. Christ rules over everyone and everything. 

Our lives as Christians are to be wholly and completely dedicated to the full-time service 

of working for Christ. For example, there is no such thing as „Christian music‟ as 

opposed to non-Christian music. There is only music that honors the Lord or music that 

dishonors the Lord. The ONLY thing that can truly be Christian is a person. Christians 

see all of life differently in that our entire lives are to be lived according to God‟s will: 

We are to think God‟s thought after Him.  

2 Cor 10:5 

5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge 

of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 

 

In light of these things then, what does full-time service entail? Does this mean that every 

believer needs to go into ministry in order to serve the Lord? What about vocations? 

Does every Christian need to be a pastor or a missionary? The Bible states in 2 Cor 5:20 

that ALL Christians are ambassadors for Christ and in Rev 1:6 and He has made us to be 

a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion forever 

and ever. Amen.  

Every Christian is called to full time Christian service in every occupation. No one 

vocation is more valued and sacred than another. God calls some people to be doctors and 

some to be lawyers and some to dig ditches and some to be Pastors, but He calls us all to 

be Christians and to perform our service faithfully. Every occupation is a part of the 

Dominion Mandate given to Adam in the Garden of Eden:  

Gen 1:28 

28 And God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and 

over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

 

Rom 12:3-8 

3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more 

highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as 

God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 4 For just as we have many members in one 

body and all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one 

body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 And since we have gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, 

according to the proportion of his faith; 7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in 

his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he 

who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 

Eph 6:5-9 

5 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and 

trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6 not by way of eyeservice, as men-

pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7 With good will 

render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good thing each 

one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free. 9 And, masters, 
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do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and 

yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him. 

 

I n summary then, we have seen that the world was created very good, but it has become 

subject to sin and is currently in a fallen state. The world in this state strives against 

God‟s children and we strive with it. Both the world and God‟s children will one day be 

renewed and purified. We are called to act as the Lord‟s ambassadors and to live as a 

Holy and set apart people. 

 

We also have learned that every Believer is called to full-time Christian service in 

whatever vocation God has graced you with. We all need to perform our service as to the 

Lord because He is the one we answer to.  

 

2 Cor 5:17-21 

17 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; 

behold, new things have come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us 

to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that 

God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  

 

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; 

we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin 

to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

 

 


