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INTRO 

On this day, we remember and honor Fathers everywhere. We celebrate our love for them 

and our gratitude for how our Fathers have impacted and shaped our lives. Today we will 

look at the Scriptures and focus on what it means to love and honor our Father in Heaven 

specifically how we can love Him as He expects us to. 

----------prayer---------- 

EXPOSITION OF TEXTS 

1. We are to love the Lord with our mind. 

Matthew 22:34-40  But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, 

they gathered together.  
35

 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  
36

 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"  
37

 And he said to him, "You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.  
38

 This is the great and first commandment.  
39

 And a second is like it: You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.  
40

 On these two commandments depend all the Law and 

the Prophets." 

2. A new mind requires repentance: 

In Isaiah 1:16-18  we read: 
16

 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil 

of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil,  
17

 learn to do good; seek justice, 

correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.  
18

 "Come 

now, let us reason
1 

together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall 

be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 

In this passage God is calling to His people to respond to His offer of forgiveness. He 

desires a people who will stop doing evil and who will ‘learn to do good’. He is calling 

for His people to change both their thinking and their behavior. We see few verses later 

that the Lord calls specifically for repentance so that those in Zion who do repent will 

become eligible for redemption. 

Isaiah 1:27  
27

 Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by 

righteousness. 

2 Timothy 2:24-26  
24

 And 
a
the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind 

to all, 
b
able to teach, patient when wronged,  

25
 
a
with gentleness correcting those who are 

in opposition, 
b
if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to 

c
the knowledge 

of the truth,  
26

 and they may come to their senses and escape from 
a
the snare of the 

devil, having been 
b
held captive 

1
by him to do his will. 

metanoe,w to repent, have a change of heart, turn from one's sins, change one's ways, to 

change one’s mind, a turning around of the mind or of one’s thinking 
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3. Every Christian needs to wage war to acquire a new mind: 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war 
a
according to the 

flesh,  
4
 for the 

a
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but 

1
divinely powerful 

b
for 

the destruction of fortresses.  
5
 We are destroying speculations and every 

a
lofty thing 

raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the 
b
obedience of Christ, 

Please notice that in verse 5 Paul described the Christian’s personal mental responsibility 

in terms of warfare. This is a serious and also a violent task we are called to perform. We 

are to destroy both speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of 

God. This should be very sobering to us and we need to take this seriously. This war 

wages internally within each one of us as we strive to bring all of our thoughts and 

desires under the submission of God’s word. Unbelievers do not have this internal 

struggle since they are comfortable in their sin and they do not see that they are lost. 

Their minds are darkened so that for them ignorance truly is bliss… temporarily. 

Romans 1:18-28 characterizes unbelievers in this passage:  

 Suppressing the truth  

 Rejecting God  

 Foolish speculations  

 Foolish hearts  

 Professing wisdom  

 Exchanging God for a counterfeit  

 Lusting hearts  

 Exchanging truth for a lie  

 Worshipping the creature  

 Degrading passions  

 Exchanging the natural for the unnatural  

 Committing indecent acts  

 Depraved minds  

I would like to suggest that as Christians, we have a desperate need as well as a duty to 

repent. It is the obligation of every believer to actively change their minds. The natural 

result of this mind change will be a change of behavior. God through the workings of the 

in dwelling Holy Spirit ALWAYS changes us from the inside out. If there is no change of 

thought and attitude internally, there will be no change of behavior externally. If there is 

nothing at all different about you after you profess to believe in Jesus Christ, there is a 

problem. 

THE CHRISTIAN MIND 
 

One of the primary duties of the Christian then, is to develop a comprehensive Christian 

world and life view. This means that every single person who claims Christ as Savior 
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needs to submit themselves in every aspect of their lives to the authority of Jesus Christ. 

There is absolutely nothing that is not 100% governed by Jesus Christ. Nothing.  

 

In order for the Christian to cultivate a Christian Mind, they must be directed towards the 

things of God in every area of their lives. How is this to be accomplished? Only through 

prayerful and consistent study of the Word of God can the Christian truly discover and 

develop the correct perspective, attitude and response to all areas of human experience 

and life. Personal study should ALWAYS be the primary source for the believer to 

discover truth. The dedication a person places into their own personal study will reap 

great rewards toward their spiritual and personal maturity. Prayer is how we speak to 

God, the Bible is God’s primary way of speaking to and working in us with the Holy 

Spirit confirming and applying the truths and promises of God. The Word of God also 

has the effect of sanctifying and maturing the readers. 

 

Hebrews 4:12  
12

 For 
a
the word of God is 

b
living and 

c
active and sharper than any two-

edged 
d
sword, and piercing as far as the division of 

e
soul and 

e
spirit, of both joints and 

marrow, and 
f
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

 

John 17:17  
17

 
a
"Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth. 

 

All this being said however, God does not leave everyone all alone to try to figure out 

everything on their own. God has given the understanding of Himself and His word to 

many people throughout the centuries. In Ephesians 4 we read: 

 

Ephesians 4:11-24  And He 
a
gave 

b
some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 

c
evangelists, and some as pastors and 

d
teachers,  

12
 
a
for the equipping of the 

1
saints for the 

work of service, to the building up of 
b
the body of Christ;  

13
 until we all attain to 

a
the 

unity of the faith, and of the 
1b

knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
c
mature man, to the 

measure of the stature 
2
which belongs to the 

d
fulness of Christ.  

14
 
1
As a result, we are 

a
no 

longer to be children, 
b
tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind 

of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by 
c
craftiness 

2
in 

d
deceitful scheming;  

15
 but 

1
speaking the truth 

a
in love, we 

2
are to 

b
grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the 

c
head, 

even Christ,  
16

 from whom 
a
the whole body, being fitted and held together 

1
by that which 

every joint supplies, according to the 
2
proper working of each individual part, causes the 

growth of the body for the building up of itself 
b
in love.  

17
 
a
This I say therefore, and 

affirm together with the Lord, 
b
that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in 

the 
c
futility of their mind,  

18
 being 

a
darkened in their understanding, 

1b
excluded from the 

life of God, because of the 
c
ignorance that is in them, because of the 

d
hardness of their 

heart;  
19

 and they, having 
a
become callous, 

b
have given themselves over to 

c
sensuality, 

1
for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.  

20
 But you did not 

a
learn 

1
Christ in this way,  

21
 if indeed you 

a
have heard Him and have 

b
been taught in Him, just 

as truth is in Jesus,  
22

 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you 
a
lay aside the 

b
old 

1
self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the 

c
lusts of deceit,  

23
 and that 

you be 
a
renewed in the spirit of your mind,  

24
 and 

a
put on the 

b
new 

1
self, which 

2c
in the 

likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 
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We see in verse 11 that: He (God) 
a
gave 

b
some as apostles, and some as prophets, and 

some as 
c
evangelists, and some as pastors and 

d
teachers,  

12
 
a
for the equipping of the 

1
saints for the work of service, to the building up of 

b
the body of Christ; 

 

There are Elders and many learned Christians given to you to provide direction and help 

for you to find your way and to discover the truth for yourselves.  

 

1. The duty of the Preacher: 

 The Minister of the Gospel should help the people of God to individually 

develop a mind that has absorbed Biblical truths and the foundational 

Christian presuppositions so thoroughly that every Christian should be 

able to view any and every issue from a Christian perspective and then be 

able to come to a Christian judgment or conclusion about it. To state this 

more simply, a mind may be said to be Christian when it has firmly 

grasped the fourfold Biblical scheme of Creation, Fall, Redemption 

and Consummation and is able to evaluate the phenomena of life and 

experience in light of it.  

 The obligation of the Pastor or Teacher of the Word of God is not to figure 

out everything for you and to then provide pat answers to every question 

for you. This would be both robbery and futility. Every person needs to 

have their own personal convictions regarding their beliefs. Children 

should not believe just because their parents do. The individual needs his 

or her own personal faith in their own personal Saviour. We all need to 

have our own individual relationship with Christ and develop our own 

personal understanding and love for Him.  

 

John R. W. Stott writes in his book Between Two Worlds: 

“Our task as Preachers, then, is neither to avoid all areas of controversy, nor to supply 

slick answers to complex questions in order to save people the bother of thinking. Either 

way is to treat them like children who are unable to think for themselves, and to condemn 

them to perpetual immaturity. Instead, it is our responsibility to teach them with clarity 

and conviction the plain truths of Scripture, in order to help them develop a Christian 

mind and to encourage them to think with it about the great problems of the day, and so 

to grow into maturity in Christ.” 

 

 As Pastors, we welcome our hearers to test and evaluate our teaching. 

Compare what we proclaim to God’s Word. We claim no infallibility for 

our interpretations of Scripture. Our duty to you First is to clearly explain 

the biblical principle or principles which are involved, Secondly to fairly 

summarize any alternative interpretations other biblical Christians have 

come to along with their reasons why, Thirdly to indicate which position 

we personally hold and why, and Fourthly, after providing you with as 

much information as possible, to allow individuals to draw their own 

conclusions. I would like to suggest that this is the obligation of the 

Minister of the Word of God. 
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2. The duty of the Christian: 

 The duty of the Believer is to become personally able to determine the 

difference between truth and error, good and evil. All Christians should read 

the Bible for themselves and they should be critically minded when it comes 

to listening to sermons and other messages from those claiming to be 

Christian. Recall the words in Acts 17:10-11:  
10

 And 
a
the brethren 

immediately sent 
b
Paul and Silas away by night to 

c
Berea; 

1
and when they 

arrived, they went into 
d
the synagogue of the Jews.  

11
 Now these were 

more noble-minded than those in 
a
Thessalonica, 

1
for they received the 

word with 
2
great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see 

whether these things were so. 

 

The Berean Christians were personally searching the Old Testament Scriptures to see 

if what the Apostles were teaching was in agreement with God’s Word. We all need 

to be this way! Every congregation should have the characteristic of a Church full of 

people who know the Word intimately and are helping each other to grow in Christ. 

 

1 Peter 2:2  
2
 
a
like newborn babes, long for the 

1b
pure 

2
milk of the word, that by it you 

may 
c
grow 

3
in respect to salvation,  

 

Again the words of John R. W. Stott are relevant to this duty of the Believer: 

“Moreover, the way in which the Shepherd feeds the flock is significant. In reality, he 

does not feed them at all…; instead he leads them to good grazing pasture where they 

feed themselves.” 

 

SUMMARY 
 

In summary, we have learned that:  

1. Jesus Himself has said that the greatest commandment involves loving God with 

all of our mind. 

2. A new mind requires repentance. 

3. Every Christian needs to wage internal war to acquire a new Christian mind. 

4. The Pastor has a duty to help Believers learn to feed themselves. 

5. The Believers have a duty to feed themselves and to be cautious of what others try 

to feed them. 

 

APPLICATION 
 

James 1:21-22  
21

 Therefore 
a
putting aside all filthiness and all 

1
that remains of 

wickedness, in 
2
humility receive 

b
the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.  

22
 

a
But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 

 

2 Timothy 2:15  
15

 Be diligent to 
a
present yourself approved to God as a workman who 

does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately 
b
the word of truth.   


